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Those who visit markets regularly must have 
been struck with the number of animals exposed 
for sale which obviously diseased. 
Frequently, there are no local bye-laws or 
“Conditions of Sale’ which prevent the 
exposure of such unsuitable animals. Further, 
unless it can be shown that they are suffering 
unnecessarily, no legal action can be adopted to 
rid the markets of them. Bovines and poultry 
constitute the main offenders, but occasionally 
diseased pigs and sheep are also seen. 

The Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries’ 
new “ Exposure for Sale ” Poultry Order, which 
came into operation on July 1st, does much to 
assist the veterinary inspector to deal with 
diseased poultry, and it is to be hoped that 
another Order will shortly be forthcoming 
giving the inspector similar powers with respect 
to other animals. 

In one sense, the new Poultry Order does not 
differ from the “ Protection of Animals <Act, 
1911" which includes poultry and which was 
formulated with a view to the prevention of 
unnecessary suffering in animals. Two 
important paragraphs in the Chief Veterinary 
Officer’s letter of June 17th, 1987, from = the 
Ministry to local authorities relative to the new 
Poultry Order, however, are as follows :— — 

(1) “ The Ministry takes the view that the 
presence of disease is a factor causing un- 
necessary suffering by bringing poultry from 
home, exposing them in a market, and 
thereafter carrying them elsewhere.” 


This clearly indicates that a diseased bird 
in a market is suffering unnecessarily. — It 
implies that disease (illness) in poultry entails 
suffering, and in terms of the Exposure for 
Sale Order it also includes “ infirmity, injury, 
fatigue, or any other cause likely to cause 
unnecessary suffering in poultry.” 

(2) “The Ministry is advised that an 
Order in these terms enables action to be 
taken against any owner who exposes for 
sale poultry which are in an obvious state 
of ill health, without the necessity for 
defining or diagnosing the nature of the 


disease from which the birds may be 
suffering.” 

In connection with these extracts from = Sir 
John Kelland’s letter, the following points 
arise :— 

(a) Many illnesses in poultry do not appear 
to cause suffering, and it would not seem 
improbable, should prosecutions under the Order 
arise, that veterinary surgeons will be ques- 
tioned by defending solicitors as to their method 
of defining and determining suffering in birds. 

(b) Intirmity (physical weakness) in poultry, 
other than that associated with disease, is most 
uncommon and then usually due to starvation. 
Such birds are rarely found in markets, whereas 
deformities are common, It is, therefore, to be 
hoped that this term also will be included in 
the Order when due for revision. 

(c) Although the Order doves not require the 
inspector to define the disease, if an owner is 
at hand he is certain to ask what is wrong; 
und since the owner can thereafter have a 
post-mortem examination carried out at any 
laboratory, the diagnosis will be checked if not 
definitely disputed, 

(d) Quite a number of birds arrive in a 
market semi- or completely emaciated. Without 
a post-mortem exanfination it is extremely 
difficult in many cases to decide to what this 
is due. Most probably it is a sequel to some 
disease, but in any event these abnormally thin 
birds are amongst those which should be 
excluded from markets. They* are unfit) for 
food, and not profitable to * fatteners,” and yet 
they are sold; there is, however, no question 
that the open market is not the place for them, 

Further, the Order itself indicates that the 
owner of the diseased poultry shall not expose 
them for sale in markets, but it sometimes 
happens the veterinary inspector arrives late, 
and in this case, the responsibility will lie with 
the purchaser if the examination and condemnha- 
tion of the birds has taken place “after the 
hammer has fallen.’ Clearly, therefore, the 
responsibility lies primarily with the vendor 
and not necessarily the owner, 
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Therefore, in view of the above points, the 
following paragraph is suggested as an amend- 
ment to that in the Order :— 

“Poultry shall not be permitted by the 
vendor or person in charge thereof to be 
exposed for sale in any market, fairground, 
sale yard, or other public place, if owing 
to disease, illness, deformity, complete or 
semi-emaciation, infirmity, injury or fatigue, 
they are unfit for sale, or likely to suffer 
unnecessarily.” 

Referring to the second paragraph of the 
Order, the owner or person in charge of the 
diseased poultry is required to remove the 
poultry “to a suitable place in the vicinity of 
the market”. ..“ for treatment, or at the 
option of the owner or his agent, for destruc- 
tion.” 

Since there is seldom, if ever, any place 
udjacent to a market suitable for the treatment 
of sick birds it would seem more practicable 
for the auctioneer to provide certain isolation 
pens for the temporary housing of the affected 
birds, i.e., until they are claimed by their 
owners, 

Finally, the decision as to treatment or 
destruction should always rest with the veter- 
inary inspector, and not with the owner. The 
former is usually in a position to Know whether 
au case is due for destruction, and in any event 
he will have a far better idea than the owner 
coneerning the probable results of any treat- 
ment, and can advise accordingly. In the event 
of a lay inspector condemning birds, the nearest 
veterinary surgeon should be consulted to 
whether destruction or treatment is to be 
adopted, 

It would also probably be advantageous for 
the Order to specify that the veterinary 
inspector has power to order a post-mortem 
examination should he wish to determine 
exactly the cause of an affected bird’s malady. 
In this connection, no doubt arrangements could 
be made so that the Ministry’s laboratory at 
Weybridge could carry out such post-mortey 
examinations free of charge. 

A suggested amendment to the second para- 
graph is therefore :— 

“Require the poultry to be removed to 
certain special isolation pens allocated in or 
near the market by the auctioneer con- 
cerned” ... “from which pens the birds 
shall be removed for treatment or destruction 
according to the decision of the veterinary 
inspector or local veterinary surgeon, who 
also has power to seize a bird for the 
purpose of carrying out a_ post-mortem 
examination.” 

THE EXAMINATION OF LIVE BIRDS AT 
MARKETS 

Since the inception of the Order, the writer 

has dealt with 145. birds, including cases 


of fowl paralysis, favus, erythromyelosis 
(** jaundice ”), limberneck, massive abdominal 
tumour formation, one-eyed roup, lymphoma of 
the breast muscles, vent gleet, advanced scaly 
leg, acute conjunctivitis, infectious coryza, 
coccidiosis, bumblefoot (necrotic), deformities 
of the beak, legs and feet, debility (of disease 
origin), emaciation (varying degrees) and 
impending death. 

It sometimes happens that birds condemned 
under the above Order are in good condition 
and presumably fit for eating purposes (e.g.. 
blindness involving both eyes, bi-lateral iritis). 
The sender is often not present in markets and 
under the present administration of the Order, 
such a bird would be isolated until claimed by 
the owner. Therefore, by special arrangement 
with the auctioneers concerned, such birds have 
been killed by the veterinary inspector and sold 
in the dead market, where they fetch from 2s. 
to 4s. according to bodily condition, This 
pleases both the owner and the vendor, since 
the latter is not served with a notice, for 
unnecessary suffering entails “ being brought to 
the market, exposed in the market and being 
removed from the market.” 

With all other birds, the procedure adopted 
by the writer is as follows: The affected bird 
is seized and placed in a special isolation pen. 
If the owner is present at the market, he is 
informed by the auctioneer or his assistants; 
in any event, the veterinary inspector issues by 
post a certificate indicating that a particular 
bird has been dealt with under the above Order, 
is now in pen so-and-so, and unless claimed 
Within 24 hours will be destroyed. 

In markets poultry are usually housed in 
cages or pens—holding up to six birds in each— 
their approximate size being 26 inches wide 
by 16 inches high, and their flooring is solid 
(wood or metal) but alternatively it frequently 
consists of wooden slats—as in night arks. In 
these circumstances, it is obvious that, where 
large numbers of birds are present, any examin- 
ation will be somewhat cursory, and only a 
few of the birds can be handled individually. 
Nevertheless the veterinarian familiar with the 
maladies of poultry will quickly determine 
“obviously diseased ” birds and thus fulfil his 
function as poultry markets inspector. 

In the culling of birds on- poultry farms, 
much valuable information can be obtained by 
watching their deportment and general move- 
ments during locomotion and also from the 
history of the flock in question, but it is obvious 
that none of this can apply at markets. There- 
fore, a more specialised technique is required. 
The following points will be found of help in 
this connection :— 


(1) GENERAL APPEARANCE. 


Frequently, a _bird’s general appearance 
betrays the first and sometimes even the only 
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clue as to ill health. It will readily be 
appreciated that the picture presented by an 
ailing bird usually contrasts fairly sharply with 
that of the remaining birds in the pen which are 
healthy. If the whole pen is sick, then the 
inspector will be struck with the difference in 
their appearance compared with other poultry 
in neighbouring cages. This applies particu- 
larly to young birds affected with coccidiosis. 


Ailing poultry are generally weaker than 
those which are healthy, therefore, special atten- 
tion should be paid to any crushed in a corner, 
or trodden upon. If an individual examination 
of such a suspected bird reveals that it is thin 
or in poor condition compared with its pen 
mates, this will afford an additional point in 
favour of its being dealt with under the Order. 
(Note: Many diseased birds will be found in 
good or even fat condition, which always 
provides a basis for the argument by laymen 
that should birds “ suffer” they will auto- 
matically lose flesh). 


Additional points to be noted are :— 


(a) Sleeping.—Surprising though it may 
seem, large numbers of birds actually sleep in 
their cages at markets. They will be found 
squatting on the cage floor, head depressed and 
eyes closed. This attitude can easily be con- 
fused with that of certain diseased poultry, but 
if the sleeping bird is gently disturbed it will 
quickly stand up, open its eyes and appear 
normal, 

(b) Gasping.—On farms, it is only under 
exceptional circumstances that healthy birds 
can be found “ gasping,” nevertheless, poultry in 
markets will frequently be seen gasping, yet an 
examination of them reveals no signs of disease. 
They are usually the birds in the uppermost 
cages when the weather is hot, and they are, 
therefore, presumably suffering from temporary 
air hunger due to local environmental condi- 
tions. If disturbed, the birds will cease gasping 
at once if they are healthy, otherwise an 
individual examination should be made for 
further signs indicative of those diseases where 
gasping is sometimes recognised as an important 
symptom, i.e., fowl pox, Newcastle disease, fowl 


paralysis, infectious laryngo-tracheitis, and - 


certain catarrhal conditions of the nares. (Also 
in gapes, but only in chicks aged three to eight 
weeks, ) 

(c) Drooping Wings.—If a bird stands with 
“ drooping wings” this is often a symptom of 
fowl paralysis or duodenal coccidiosis, but the 
writer has observed it (particularly in cockerels 
unable to stand upright in their cages) in 
markets in apparently quite healthy birds. When 
disturbed, such birds quickly return their wings 
to the normal position, but in hot weather they 
may soon droop again, even though the bird is 
not diseased, 
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(d) The Contour of the Neck.—The general 
appearance of the neck of poultry is well known, 
but in ill health the neck often becomes arched 
and shortened, giving a hump-backed appear- 
ance to the animal. This bird’s front contour 
is also disturbed if it is suffering from an 
impacted, or a sour, flabby crop. 


(2) THe HEAp, 


A glance at a bird’s head can give very 
valuable data regarding the presence of disease, 
Sleeping and gasping have already been dealt 
with; other features are :— 

(a) The Appearance of the Comb and Wattles. 
These may appear pale and anaemic, yellow and 
icteric (from true jaundice or as a primary 
feature of erythromyelosis), dry and scurfy 
(favus), purplish and congested (due to heart 
failure and frequently a sign of impending 
death), scabby or warty (fowl pox), scratched 
or torn (due to fighting), or pale salmon 
coloured, due to general ill-health, It should not 
be forgotten that healthy birds out of lay 
frequently have pale powdery combs, and also 
that birds which have been recently subjected 
to creosote fumes frequently show combs 
relatively easily mistaken for that of favus. Also 
it has to be noted that it is useless to attempt 
to confirm a diagnosis of anaemia by an exami- 
nation of the suspected animal’s legs, since 
certain breeds normally have pale whitish 
shanks (e.g., Light Sussex), whilst others 
(Rhodes) have yellow legs. Further, depigmen- 
tation of the latter (and also the beak) is a 
natural accompaniment of heavy laying. Finally, 
in this connection, birds which have been kept 
intensively or housed in “ hen batteries ” seldom 
show a proper proportion of pigment in the 
comb, wattles, face or legs, and may, therefore, 
appear anaemic—not due to disease, but follow- 
ing prolonged confinement. 

(b) The Eyes.—In healthy birds, the eyes are 
bright, usually held wide open (except when 
sleeping) and with the pupils relatively dilated. 
Depigmentation of the {ris is very prevalent 
throughout the whole country, and does not of 
itself indicate disease, but if the pupil is 
“fixed” and “contracted” (i.e., pin-point or 
pear-shaped) the bird is probably blind, due to 
a paralysis of the iris (through its associated 
sympathetic nerve supply) of “ fowl paralysis ” 
origin (lymphocytic infiltration). If one eye 


-only is affected, too much attention should not 


be paid to it, but when it is binocular, there 
is but little doubt that the conveyance to and 
from market of such affected (blind) birds does 
cause unnecessary suffering. 

Local injuries are not uncommon, and in such 
‘ases if the cornea or conjunctiva is damaged 
the eye is usually kept closed, as it is also in 
specific ophthalmia, which appears to be on the 
increase and is a condition definitely not 
related to fowl paralysis. 
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A sticky frothy discharge from the eyes 
occurs in some cases of fowl pox and in 
infectious coryza, whilst the opposite condition 
of “ keratinisation ” and xerophthalmia occurs 
in vitamin A deficiency—extremely uncommon in 
adult birds, but occasionally seen in young 
chicks aged 5 to 15 days. Another well-marked 
symptom associated with the eye is that of 
impaction of the infra-orbital sinus due to solid 
pus formation, which if it does not cause 
pressure on the eyeball, is usually painless and 
of chronic origin. 

(c) Shaking the Head.—This symptom is not 
too clearly understood, because while it may 
indicate a parasitic infestation of the head 
generally, or ears in particular, it undoubtedly 
does occur in large numbers of apparently 
healthy poultry at markets. It is what is some- 
times termed a “ collective symptom” in that 
all the birds from one farm will be seen con- 
stantly shaking their heads for no known cause. 
In markets, little significance can be attached 
to it for there it is rarely to be accepted as 
a sign of disease. 

(d) Deformities of the Head.—Deformities 
such as “shovel beak” or “ crossed beak” are 
quickly detected when the bird’s head is being 
examined and, therefore, there would seem little 
excuse for dealing with such poultry if their 
bodily condition is good (indicating that nourish- 
ment has not been impaired), but the presence 
of deformed birds in markets has a bad psycho- 
logical effect and allows farmers to think that 
they can deposit any unwanted stock in markets. 
Therefore, in the writer’s opinion, it is wise to 
deal with these cases under the terms of the new 
Order. 


(3) Bopy ANb LEGs. 


Frequently, in live poultry at markets the 
body or legs cannot be seen clearly, but if the 
cages are not full, an over-distended abdomen 
due to dropsy, degenerate egg material, or 
tumour formation may sometimes be observed. 
These must not be confused with “ drooping 
abdomen ” due merely to excess abdominal fat. 
Similarly, scaly leg may readily be detected 
when the birds are standing separately and all 
advanced cases of this complaint should be 
seized, as it also the case with bumblefoot 
where there is an associated infirmity, deformity 
or recognisable pain. Occasionally, vent gleet 
may be discovered, but more commonly, there 
are to be found birds suffering from feather 
picking around the tail. In such cases, the 
region of the preen gland will be seen denuded 
of feathers and bloody. It is usually impossible 
to decide whether this is due primarily to 
external parasites and, therefore, unless the 
affected part is large or the local injury exten- 
sive, no action should be taken—more especially 
since there are often many such birds in a 
large market, 
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(4) THe FEATHERS, 


Firstly, the mistake should not be made that 
ua poorly feathered mature bird is ailing, because 
this is generally due to a “ moult.” 

Secondly, if the neck feathers are dirty and 
sticky, this usually suggests that nasal catarrh 
is present and, therefore, an examination for 
this should always be made. (Note: Confusion 
should not arise due to soiling of the feathers 
from the faeces of other birds dropping from 
above through the slats.) 

Thirdly, when the feathers below and around 
the vent are matted together following diarrhoea 
or vent gleet the affected bird’s breast should 
always be handled for evidence of its general 
bodily condition, 

Summary 

The Ministry are to be congratulated upon 
their foresight in attempting to clear markets 
of animals affected with diseases (not 
scheduled) by the provision of, in the first 
instance, a Poultry (Exposure for Sale) Order, 
1937, to which a few amendments have been 
suggested by the writer following its operation 
in East Sussex, 

In the examination of poultry in markets 
special attention should be paid to the general 
attitude of the birds and, in particular, the 
head should be noted for clinical signs indicative 
of ill-health. At the same time it must be 
remembered that repeated shaking of the head, 
gasping and sleeping are nearly always to be 
considered normal features in birds housed in 
markets. 


THE HOUSE-RAT IN THE UNITED STATES 


“Although the black rat (Rattus rattus) still 
predominates in the southern States, particularly 
in Florida and the States bordering the Gulf of 
Mexico, throughout the States in the temperate 
zone it has been displaced by the brown rat 
(Rattus norvegicus), which appears to have been 
introduced about the beginning of the American 
Revolution, in 1775. Now the rat population is 
enormous—in Texas some years ago 153,720 rat 
tails were collected in six weeks; in Georgia, 
Alabama and Texas, during the typhus fever 
control campaign in 1934, it was estimated that 
7,500,000 rats were destroyed on 747,608 premises 
treated, or approximately two rats for every 
person living on the premises. The _ total 
economic damage done by these pests 
immense. In the course of one of its inquiries, the 
Biological Survey received 14,650 replies from 
farmers co-operating in rat campaigns, and the 
annual losses therein reported averaged 35 
dollars a farm, while a computation of the grand 
total of loss throughout the United States each 
year is 189 million dollars. In addition, rats 
are seriously concerned in the conveyance of 
certain. diseases among human beings and 
domestic stock, and in an effort to arouse _co- 
operative measures of rat-control, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture has published an_18- 
page circular (No. 423, venmerrys 1937) on ‘ The 

ouse Rat.’ ’’—Nature, August 28th, 1937. 
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CANINE DIETETICS 


Not only in the laboratory, but in actual 
practice over a very long period, SAVAL has fully 
B R FE FE Di N + justified the claims made for it. 

SAVAL supplies proteins, phosphates and 
carbohydrates—the quantity and quality of these 

Deficiency diseases such rickets and 

digestive disturbances due to unbalanced dietary are 

unknown to litters reared on SAVAL. Furthermore, 

if fed to the dam _ before conception, during 

gestation and after whelping, SAVAL will provide 

her with the food rich in the necessary elements 


constituents being regulated by vigorous laboratory 
control—with active vitamins, A, B, D and E, and 
for developing an adequate milk supply and 
ensuring sound constitutions for her litter. 


M*** years of research into the dietary 
problems affecting puppy breeding and 
rearing have gone into the manufacture of SAVAL, 
the balanced puppy food. 


properly balanced mineral supplements, all in the 
most assimilable form. 


YOU ARE SAFE IN RECOMMENDING 


| IN TWO GRADES 
No. 1 for feeding from 
we. weaning up to 3 months. 


No. 2 from 3 months 


onwards,and for in-whelp 
Pp U Pp Pp bitches, toy dogs and dogs 
in convalescence. 


Spillers Limited, 40 St. Mary Axe, London, E.C.3 
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ANTIBACSYN 


(For Injection or Oral Use) 
= IN 
| ALL FORMS OF SEPSIS 


SA CATand DOG 


AMPOULES 
anrmacsyn || ANTIBACSYN 


2 c.c. instead 
of 1 c.c. 


at same price 


of 12. 


FOLDING LEATHER Pocket Case with Strap and Buckle 
Containing : 


2 Artery Forceps. Bard Parker Blades, No. 10 
1 Director and Scoop. 1-5 c.c. Record Syringe with 
2 Spring Dressing Forceps. 2 Needles. 

, 1 Probe. 1 packet Needles assorted 
Straight Scissors. oe 
Curved Scissors. 1 Tablet of Silk, 4 sizes. 


Bard Parker Handle, No. 3 1 Clinical Thermometer. 
45/6 the Set. Case only 10/6 each. 


Each Instrument can be sold separ- Full details of any instrument may _Initials can be stamped on Leather 
ately. Any other instruments can be be had on application. Case free of charge. 


supplied to meet individual require- 
ments. All prices are subject to change without notice 


Telegrams : Telephone : 
Nusalin, Southtot, Stamford Hill 
London. (JOHN BELL & CROYDEN) 3456 


VETERINARY DEPARTMENT, STANDARD WORKS, LAWRENCE ROAD, LONDON, N.15 
A wide range of the instruments are in stock at JOHN BELL & CROYDEN, Wigmore Street, London, W.1.. 


ANTIB 

ODY PRODUCTS, Ltd., Watford, Herts. WATFORD “4708. 
Arnold’s Veterinary |! 
| y Instruments Case 

| | | 
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Summary of Diseases Diagnosed in Chicks II.—TaBLeE For 1934. 
Received at the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries’ Veterinary Laboratory during the Ne. of a 
Four Years, January, 1933, to December, 1936 Outbreaks.| of Total. 
ROBERT F. GORDON, B.Sc., M.R.C.V.S. BWD) 
The tables presented supply the details of 2. Acute caecal cocidisis 84 19-90 
the post-mortem findings on the specimens of 3. S. aertrycke infection .. wee 9 2-13 
chicks, turkey poults, ducklings, goslings, and 7 
pheasant and partridge chicks received at this 170 40-24 
Laboratory during the period January, 1933 to . 
December, 1936, and the percentage occurrence Total nite. 422 99-93 


Poultry owners when sending chicks for post- 
mortem examination invariably forward more For 1935. 
than one specimen, and in practically every out- 


break recorded in these tables a number of 
specimens was examined, so that each unit in No. of | Percentage | 
the tables represents not a single chick, but | Disease. Outbreaks.| of Total. 
a consignment of chicks received from one — j punorum disease (B.W.D.) 126 34-23 
owner. In all 1,505 groups or ‘consignments — 9 Acute caecal coccidiosis... 82 22-33 
of chicks have been examined, and the post- 3. S. aertrycke infection... se 2 0-54 
mortem findings recorded. 4. Avian typhoid... “ ee 1 0-27 
The specific diseases enumerated in the 
tables are pullorum disease (B.W.D.), acute 7. Gapeworm infestation _... l 0-27 
caecal coccidiosis, Salmonella aertrycke (Bact. 8. Fowl pox 1 0-27 
typhi-murium) infection, Salmonella enteritidis 9. Miscellaneous diseases 141 38-07 
Gaertner (Bact. enteritidis) infection, avian Total 368 99-76 
typhoid, aspergillosis, rickets, gapeworm infes- sais 
infestation. No subdivision has been made 
of the non-specific diseases, which have been IV.—TAaBLeE For 1936. ra 
grouped under the term “ Miscellaneous.” 
In this group of miscellaneous diseases are 
included brooder pneumonia, chilling, feeding 
errors, and other conditions usually attributable | 
{ to mismanagement in incubation or brooding. | 1. Pullorum disease (B.W.D.) ... 76 26-95 
Tables I to V refer only to examinations of | 
ordinary chicks; the other species, which are —_—-. . 3 1-06 
received at the Laboratory in relatively very 5. Rickets.. se ae 12 4-265 
small numbers, are considered later. 6. Miscellaneous diseases wes 144 51-05 
I.—TABLE FoR 1933. Total we 282 99-98 
No. of | Percentage 
Disease. Outbreaks.) of Total. V.—TABLE FoR THE Four YEARS, 
1. Pullorum disease (B.W.D.) ... 140 32-33 JANUARY, 1933—-DECEMBER, 1936. | 
2. Acute caecal coccidiosis ‘ies 76 17-55 
5. S. enteritidis Gaertner infection 2 0-46 of 
8. Gapeworm infestation 1 0-23 Acute caceal coccidiosis. 
9. Miscellaneous diseases mn 193 44-57 3. S. aertr ycke infection. wa 21 1-39 
| 6 0-39 
Total 433 Gacriner i infection on | 2 0-13 
| 6, Aspergillosis 13 0-85 
7. Rickets.. 43 2-85 
The figures showing the percentage occurrence Gapeworm infestation 
of the various diseases during the four years | 3 Miscellaneous diseases me 43-06 
are surprisingly constant, so that it is sufficient | 
to examine in detail Table V showing the sum- | Total | 1,505 99-98 
mary of the figures for the whole period, Ps ree 
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The highest percentage recorded in this table 
is the group ‘“ Miscellaneous diseases,” 43°06 
per cent., and this would point to the fact that 
mismanagement is still very prevalent, and one 
of the most important causes of mortality in 
chicks, 

The most commonly occurring specific disease 
in chicks is pullorum disease (B.W.D.), 32°08 
per cent. The occurrence of B.W.D. is very 
constant throughout the four years, and it is 
disappointing that the incidence of this disease 
has not dropped as one would have expected, 
in view of the facilities for eradicating this 
disease by blood testing which are now at the 
disposal of poultry owners. Although the 
percentage of pullorum disease is lower than 
that of “ Miscellaneous diseases,” the total loss 
from pullorum disease is very probably much 
higher than from the miscellaneous group. There 
is no definite means of assessing this, but where- 
as in connection with many of the consignments 
of chicks recorded under’ “ Miscellaneous 
diseases ” the mortality on the farm concerned 
may have been as low as 10 per cent., it is 
fairly safe to assume that the average mortality 
in an outbreak of B.W.D. was at least 50 per 
cent. 

The next most commonly occurring disease 
is coccidiosis, and again the figures for this 
disease are very constant throughout the four 
years. One would have expected the incidence 
of coccidiosis to have dropped with the general 
improvement in housing, and appliances (such 
as wire floors, ete.) designed to prevent reinfec- 
tion, and with the increase in intensive rearing 
of chicks and the folding unit system, 

The figures for the remaining specific disease 
ure so low as to be of relatively small import- 
ance, although it must be borne in mind that 
in the individual outbreaks due to S. aertrycke, 
S. enteritidis Gaertner and in avian typhoid, the 
mortality is exceptionally high; in one or two 
cases 100 per cent, 
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A few cases of rickets (2°85 per cent.) have 
been recorded, but the number of affected chicks 
in the flocks concerned is usually small and 
when the appropriate treatment is carried out 


the condition usually clears up. Aspergillosis 
does not appear to be an important disease, 
only 13 outbreaks (0°85 per cent.) being 


recorded in four years, and as in rickets the 
mortality is usually low. 


It is remarkable that only three outbreaks of 
gapeworm infestations (0°19 per cent.) were 
recorded in four years, considering how 
prevalent this disease was at one time. Whether 
this low figure indicates a true decrease in the 
incidence of the disease, due to intensive rearing, 
or whether it is that poultry owners diagnose 
the disease themselves and do not send 
specimens to the laboratory, it is impossible to 
say. Only one outbreak of fowl pox in chicks 
was recorded during the period under review. 


Table VI (a, b, c, d and e) records the 
various diseases diagnosed in ducklings, turkey 
poults, pheasant chicks, goslings and partridge 
chicks. As in the tables for the chicks, no 
subdivision has been made of the non-specific 
diseases, these being grouped under the heading 
* Miscellaneous diseases.” 


Unfortunately, only a small number of speci- 
mens of these species is received and it would 
not be of value to give the percentage occurrence 
of the specific diseases, 


However, it will be seen that the commonest 
specific disease in ducklings is infection with 
S. aertrycke; in turkey poults, blackhead; in 
pheasant chicks, coccidiosis and gapeworm 
infestation; in goslings, gizzard worm infesta- 
tion; and partridge chicks, gapew orm 
infestation, 

Table VII shows the different species in which 
the various specific diseases have been recorded 
during the four years 1933 to 1936, 


TABLE VII -—TABLE § SHOWING THE SPECIES IN WHICH THE VARIOUS 8 Dwsases HAVE BEEN DIAGNOSED DURING THIS PERIOD 


| 
Disease. Chicks. Ducklings. 


Turkey Poults. 


Pheasants. Goslings. | 


Partridges. 


B.W.D. 
Coccidiosis 
Aertrycke 
Avian typhoid 
Gaertner 
Aspergillosis .. 
Rickets 

Gapes ... 

Fowl pox 
Blackhead 
Gizzard worm 


| 
141414 


Key.— + signifies that this disease has been diagnosed in this species. 
— signifies that this disease has not been diagnosed in this species at this Laboratory during this period. 


| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
. eee -+ 
ove + 
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TABLE VI.—DISsEASES IN SPECIMENS OTHER THAN CHICKS 
(a) Ducklings. 


= = = —- 
Year. Number. Diseases. 
| Aertrycke Infection. B.W.D. | Gaertner Infection. | Miscellaneous. 
1933 9 | 8 
1934 9 2 l — 6 
1935 4 | 3 
Total | 31 3 1 1 | 26 
| | 


(6) Turkey Poults. 


Year. | Number. Diseases. 
| Blackhead. — Coccidiosis. | B.W.D. Fowl Pox. Aspergillosis. Gapes. | Miscellaneous. L 
1933 9 4 | 3 
1934 4 3 2 3 
1936 18 | 6 2 l I l I 6 
Total| 44 | M4 7 | 4 14 
| 
(c) Pheasant Chicks. 
Year. Number. | Diseases. q 
_ Aertrycke Infection. B.W.D. | Coccidiosis. Gapes. Miscellaneous. 
1934 4 2 — 2 
1935 | 2 4 
1936 4 | — | 
Total 23°C! 2 ws | 8 4 9 
| 
) « (d) Goslings. 
Year. | Number. | Diseases. 
| Gapes. Gizzard Worms. | Aertrycke Infection. Miscellaneous. 
1934 — — 
1936 4 | — 3 l — 
Total 9 | 1 l 3 
(e) Partridge Chicks. 
Year. Number. | Diseases. 
Gapes. Coccidiosis. Miscellaneous. 
1935 ... 2 1 l 
Total nia 6 | 2 1 3 
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The Centralised Service— 


The Basis of Success 


ECENTLY the Government has embarked 
upon a national policy for the control of 
certain diseases of cattle and the National 
Veterinary Medical Association and the profes- 
sion generally have warmly approved this step. 
In certain ways, as we _ have _ indicated 
previously, the scope of the new Centralised 
Veterinary Service will fall short of that 
advocated by the Association but, even so, the 
work to be undertaken is of enormous national 
importance. So important is it, in fact, that 
its successful pursuit becomes vital to 
the profession, for we are fully aware that 
it is by success or failure that we shall be 
judged. It is only natural, then, that the 
profession is determined to make it a success 
and to insist with all its unified strength, 
through the Association, that conditions 
conducive to success shall be created at the 
outset. 

The essential foundation for success is a 
service of contented men with pride in their 
ealling and enthusiasm for their work. Such a 
service can only be created if salaries and 
prospects are made suitable to a service of high 
reputation. 

The Chief Veterinary Officer will in some 
ways have greater responsibilities than those 
of the Chief Medical Officer of the Ministry of 
Health, for besides being chief of a ministerial 
medical service, he will have actually in that 
service a very large number of professional 
assistants scattered all over the country. [ft is 
clear that for this reason alone the salary 
of the Chief Veterinary Officer should be 
comparable to that of the Chief Medical Officer. 
But besides this important fact it must be 
remembered that for success, the veterinary 
service of the Ministry of Agriculture must 
become so important that its chief veterinarian 
will almost inevitably become the most 
important veterinary surgeon in the country and 
as such his conditions of appointment should 
be in accord with such a position. Salaries 
of other officers in lesser positions must also 
be sufficient to attract the keenest and best 
men into the Service and prospects of promotion 
must be such that these men and their 


enthusiasm are retained for the rest of their 
careers. Unless the Ministry decides to give 
these emoluments the Service will be seriously 
jeopardised. <A step of this nature would kill 
the scheme and would destroy at a stroke the 
goodwill of the profession. To avoid the risk 
of this initial failure, should the occasion arise, 
there is no doubt the profession would stand 
as a rock behind the Association in its efforts 
to prevent the creation of an inferior service. 
Fortunately the Ministry—and particularly the 
present Minister—have shown every desire to 
retain the whole-hearted co-operation of the 
Association in the elaboration of their plans and 
we are hopeful that they realise as fully as we 
how absolutely essential it is to the profession 
that the Service be properly constituted and 
remunerated at the outset. , 


* * * 


Animal Husbandry and 
Tropical Veterinary 
Science: A Problem of 
Differing Relationships 


OUGHLY, there are in the non-self-governing 

dependencies about three times as many 
cattle as in Britain and in India about thirty 
times. It would not be fair, however, to gauge 
the relative importance of livestock problems in 
our tropical and subtropical Empire in terms 
of mere numbers. 

It might well be contended that all British 
cattle have a distinct monetary value and a 
goodly proportion have come by process of 
traditional good husbandry to represent con- 
siderable national economic assets. On the other 
hand, rated, say, at their export value, the best 
stocks from the above overseas countries would 
command little notice in world markets, while 
throughout vast territories there is gross over- 
stocking with apparently worthless cattle. In 
large parts of east and central Africa, for 
example, the ownership of mere numbers is 
resorted to without regard to the individual 
worth of the cattle because numbers confer 
prestige upon the tribal chiefs. In the settled 
conditions of British rule the cattle population 
has consequently increased prodigiously; there 
is an excessive pressure on the local pastoral 
resources, and denudation of grassland, with 
the appalling prospects of extensive soil erosion. 
While in most districts the Indian cultivator is 
prepared to do the little he can for his draught 
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bullocks she-buffaloes he customarily 
neglects almost entirely the rest of his stock, 
with the result that, as has been depicted in 
the Linlithgow Report, the state of the herds in 
large tracts of India is now deplorable. 

When we try to trace the origin of this state 
ot affairs as it has been presented to us by the 
Linlithgow commissioners, we are soon made to 
realise the truth of the statement made in the 
Lovat Report: “ Frequently, the veterinarian in 
the tropics is faced with an entirely different 
relation between man and his domestic animals 
to what he knows at home.” The effect of the 
pax Brittanica we learn in India has been again 
to promote settled conditions and land has 
acquired for the first time a real ownership 
value, which is for the production of arable 
crops mainly to feed the human population. 
With each step forward made by the civil 
administration to make available more land for 
the public welfare, there has been an increase in 
the human population, with corresponding in- 
crease in pressure of the population upon any soil 
that can be turned to arable cultivation. Henee, 
the nomadic pastoral tribes of India, which like 
the Fulani of Northern Nigeria, had acquired a 
consummate degree of hereditary skill in the 
breeding of cattle—so much so that the best 
breeds of draught cattle in India are still to-day 
perhaps the finest tropical cattle in the world— 
have become nearly extinct, their former 
pastoral resources having been exhausted by 
the demands made by an ever-growing agrarian 
population. As was disclosed in the last report 
of the Colonial Development Advisory Com- 
mittee, a closely similar process has now com- 
menced in Nigeria; here the wasteful methods 
of shifting cultivation practised by the indi- 
genous peoples who have recently taken to 
arable pursuits threaten serious soil erosion, 
and we learn that it is the immediate object of 
the British administration to induce’ these 
peoples to resort to more stable methods of 
cultivation. The nomadic peoples of these 


territories, however, show a stubborn and wise 


resistance towards the handing over of the 
products of their traditional skill to these 
rapidly multiplying cultivators, for the purposes 
of milk production and tillage. 

Of the four hundred million people of India, 
we gather nearly 74 per cent. live directly 
upon the land, and the working capital of the 
cultivator is represented mainly in the bullocks 
he uses for draught and tillage. Then, in their 
Classic chapter on Animal Husbandry, the 
Linlithgow commissioners say: “We are of 


opinion that the census figures suggest the 
existence of a vicious circle. The number of 
cattle within a district depends upon, and is 
regulated by, the demand for bullocks. The 
worse the conditions for rearing efficient cattle 
are, the greater the numbers kept tend to be. 
Cows become less fertile, and their calves 
become under-sized and do not satisfy culti- 
vators, who, in the attempt to secure useful 
bullocks, breed more and more cattle. As 
numbers increase, or as the increase of tillage 
encroaches on the better grazing land, the 
pressure on the available supply of food leads 
to still further poverty in the cows; and a stage 
is reached when oxen from other provinces or 
male buffaloes are brought in to assist cultiva- 
tion. ... As cattle become smaller, the amount 
of food in relation to their size increases... . 
Large numbers of diminutive cattle are, there 
fore, a serious drain on a country in which the 
fodder supply is so scarce at certain seasons of 
the year as it is in India. The process has gone 
so far, India has acquired so large a cattle 
population and the size of the animals in many 
tracts is so small that the task of reversing 
the process of deterioration and of improving 
the livestock of the country is now a gigantic 
one; but on improvement in cattle depends to 
a degree that is little understood the prosperity 
of agriculture, and the task must be faced.” 
Then again, “ apart from fodder shortage, the 
cultivator’s efforts to improve his stock may be 
nullified by an outbreak of contagious disease. 
It is, indeed, the fear of loss from disease that 
tempts many to keep a larger stock than is 
absolutely necessary and thus increases the 
difficulty of feeding cattle properly. Finally, in 
only one tract in India, the north Gujarat dis- 
tricts of Bombay, is the enclosure of fields usual, 
so that a cultivator desirous of improving his 
cattle is faced with the formidable obstacle of 
common grazing.” 

The task is one, say the commissioners, which 
can only be faced—and it must- promptly be 
faced—by Government action. It cannot be 
left, as in Britain it was left, with such striking 
success, and entirely without Government aid, 
until very recent years, to the enterprise and 
experience of individual breeders. As they say, 
there is more experience in animal breeding 
within the area of one of the smaller British 
counties than there remains in the whole of 
India. The same might well be said of other 
vast areas in our tropical possessions. The 
main thing is that there is no tradition for 
proper feeding and sound breeding, and no force 
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of adverse public opinion, as there is in Britain, 
against the owner who so far neglects the 
provision of fodder for his animals during 
seasonal periods of shortage that they are 
condemned to semi-starvation. 

How the commissioners propose to remedy 
this state of affairs by Government action, and 
the part they maintain the veterinarian ought 
to play in the work, we shall discuss in a 
further article. As we have said in a preceding 
leading article, the views as expressed by our 
colleague, Mr. Smith, envisage this many-sided 
task as a single one—and furthermore as a 
single one over which none other than the 
properly trained veterinarian is qualified to 
assume paramount control. The critical test for 
qualification to undertake the task must be 
whether or not control by him has been found 
to work. We shall have little difficulty in pro- 
ducing the supporting evidence, for in India, at 
any rate, it is clear that it is in the Punjab, 
where animal husbandry has long been in the 
hands of eminently skilled British veterinarians 
with a large, well-organised veterinary depart- 
ment in their charge, that the inhabitants have 
derived the most conspicuous benefits from State 
aid in animal husbandry. “We cannot any 
longer,” says the Lovat Report, “ limit veter- 
inary activities to the mere treatment of 
specific diseases or even to the prevention of 
the spread of epizoédtic and enzoébtic diseases. 
The increase and improvement of domestic 
stock of all kinds are essentially part of modern 
veterinary science.” In view of the magnitude 
of this problem as represented authoritatively 
in the Linlithgow Report, the réle of veterinary 
science, properly played, in Empire development 
is a tremendous one. 


SCOTTISH CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE , 
SHEEP TICK 


The Executive Committee of Angus County 
Council is to support Kincardine County Council 
in its efforts to eradicate and prevent the spread 
of sheep tick. At a meeting at Forfar recently, 
the committee agreed to press the Department of 
Agriculture for the issue of an Order (a) 
as scheduled areas all lands infested 
with tick; (b) prohibiting the movement of sheep 
infested with tick or any sheep from infested 
grazing unless dipped not more than two days 
prior to removal; and (c) requiring owners of 
Sheep on_ tick-infested pastures to dip their 
sheep at intervals of probably three weeks. These 
demands are similar to those recently made by 
Kincardineshire. It was also agreed that, under 
powers conferred under the Sheep Scab Act, 
the police in Augus should inspect flocks for 
tick in the same way as was being done in 
Kincardineshire. The committee also decided 
to take up the matter with members of 
Parliament. 


CLINICAL COMMUNICATION 


Some Clinical Phases of 
a Disease Strongly 
Resembling Septicaemia 
Haemorrhagica occurring 


in this Country 
E. B. D. HALL, M.R.c.v.s. 
WIVELISCOMBE, SOMERSET 


A complaint in cattle which was pointed out 
to me some ten years ago, has recently increased 
in incidence until it is now a common disease 
in my experience. And not in mine alone, for 
I have heard descriptions of many of its clinical 
manifestations from other members at our 
meetings. In the first instance the disease 
makes a sporadic appearance and may later 
become infectious, as in the case of black- 
quarter. 

In the peracute form the subject is usually 
found dead. The tongue is often swollen and 
protrudes from the mouth, and is dotted with 
red spots. There is little tendency to sweating 
or post-mortem blasting; any blood which may 
appear is scanty, bright red and clotted. The 
eye may show a red ring round the margin of 
the sclerotic membrane, and a small piece of 
dry dung will invariably be found protruding 
from the anus. On further preliminary investi- 
gation, the blood will be found to be anthrax- 
negative. Haemorrhages may be found in 
almost any part of the body, varying from 
multiple petechiae to extensive clots which 
sometimes completely block the trachea. The 
heart nearly always has haemorrhages beneath 
the pericardium and endocardium; haemor- 
rhages also appear in the lungs, beneath the 
pleurae, and in the capsule of the spleen. The 
liver is congested, and there is a characteristic 
engorgement of the smaller blood vessels in 
the small intestine, any part of which may also 
show considerable clots of partially congealed 
blood. The muscles of the hind limbs present 
a peculiarly anaemic appearance, quite pale 
with only a few spots of blood oozing from 
restricted vessels. The cut surface soon becomes 
dark in colour on exposure to air, and a little 
gas may be found if the examination is 
delayed. From several blood samples sent for 
examination, a bi-polar organism can only be 
demonstrated in those taken from an actual 
haemorrhage. I propose to leave this side of the 
subject to the bacteriologist, however. 

In the less acute forms the subject may be 
found grunting, groaning and panting; it 
will be found to walk stiffly, and if seen soon 
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enough the temperature will be found to be 
elevated 104° F, to 107° F.; later it becomes 
subnormal. The pulse is accelerated and thin. 
In the early stages the horns are quite hot 
to touch, ears down, and on running the 
hands back over the body, hot and cold patches 
can easily be detected; the eye may show the 
fiery ring, and there is a relapsing character 
of the whole condition. Often the body handles 
stone cold all over, but the subject may appear 
and handle quite differently from hour to hour. 
Spontaneous recoveries from the acute form 
are rare and relapses may occur after months. 
Post-mortem examination reveals similar though 
not such severe lesions as in the peracute form, 
Other forms vary considerably, and only a 
thorough knowledge of all our common condi- 
tions, combined with the effects of preventive 
measures, convince one that these are in fact 
manifestations of one and the same disease. 
Neck Form.—An unimportant-looking swell- 
ing in the submaxillary space usually attached 
to the skin, may suddenly assume alarming 
proportions resembling malignant oedema; this 
extends down the neck and is often quite hard 
and hot over the jugulars. It may take a 
week to reach the breast, when death super- 
venes. Some other of the characteristic 
symptoms are shown. At other times there is 
no warning and the swelling starts low down 
the neck or in one fore limb. This appears 


to be a very favourable site for the disease. | 


Recoveries are rare, though there would appear 
to be some age immunity. 

Skin Form.—Hot raised patches of skin 
appear about the axillae and the lower part of 
the ribs and belly; these tend to weep and 
cause intense irritation, and are often licked 
quite raw; the teats may swell and develop 
a hard, hot, red scab. The temperature is 
raised and the nose may be scabbed over, This 
form answers well to internal treatment alone. 

Cases of primary interstitial pneumonia are 
met with, and if fatal, other lesions already 
mentioned can be found, 

In other cases extensive haemorrhages in the 
bowels cause colicky pains, which are apt to 
mask other more characteristic symptoms, or 
a severe type of dysentery is often the out- 
standing feature. 

Perhaps the commonest form is a bronchitis, 
with a cough strongly resembling husk; the 
chief distinguishing feature is the whitish, 
viscid discharge appearing at the nostrils. I 
have seen this in sheep and cattle of all ages, 
frequently in housed animals, 

In other cases a severe catarrh of the sinuses, 
and seabbing of the nose, is followed by 
meningitis, during which both horns may be 
knocked off. Should a recovery be made it is 
generally followed by arthritis in one or more 
limbs. Quite possibly the disease is associated 
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with parasites, which may be found at times in 
small numbers, 

Treatment of the affected aims at relieving 
portal congestion and reducing toxaemia. 
This, in my experience, is best achieved 
by the use of large doses of ammonium 
chloride internally, combined with strychnine, 
and intramuscular injections of a saturated 
solution “at room temperature ” of chemically 
pure magnesium sulphate. Anything of an oily 
nature appears to be strongly contra-indicated. 
Considerable success has followed the use of 
haemorrhagic septicaemia aggressin in dealing 
with outbreaks and premises which have 
periodic visitations of the disease in one form 
or another, 


INFLUENZA: FOUR YEARS’ PROGRESS 


The following conclusions reached by Dr. C. H. 
Andrewes in a recent articie under the above 
heading (British Medical Journal, September 11th, 
1937, p. 513), will, no doubt, be of interest to 
the many workers on virus diseases in animals 
to whom the researches of the Hampstead 
workers have proved valuable and instructive :— 
First, epidemic influenza in man is caused by 
a virus which is transmissible to ferrets and 
mice. Secondly, progress in our knowledge of 
influenza may largely depend on our recognition 
that this specific disease has hitherto been mixed 
up with other respiratory infections and, thirdly, 
there are grounds for hope that an effective 
prophylactic against influenza may be found, 
though there are still many obstacles to over- 
come. 


INOCULATION OF HUMAN LEPROSY 
INTO SYRIAN HAMSTER 


S. Adler, of the Hebrew University, Jerusalem, 
writing to Nature (September 18th), records his 
indebtedness to Sir Patrick Laidlaw for the 
suggestion that he should carry out experiments 
in Palestine on the inoculation of rat leprosy into 
the Syrian hamster (Cricetus auratus). An 
experimental animal susceptible to human 
leprosy has long been wanted and the results 
have exceeded all expectations, particularly in 
view of the fact that ewen monkeys have so far 
not proved satisfactory. 

After a description of the method adopted, it 
is shown that a heavy infection was established 
in three animals and that in one of them there 
was a systemic infection, all within six weeks, 
proving that, at least under the ,conditions of 
the experiment described, we have, in the Syrian 
hamster, an animal susceptible to human leprosy. 
This will, no doubt, both stimulate and facilitate 
further research. 

S. Adler point out that the Syrian hamster 
is in many ways a very valuable laboratory 
animal. Unlike the Chinese hamster it breeds 
readily in captivity. It is useful for research on 
leishmaniasis and owing to its susceptibility to 
Brucella abortus (considerably greater than that 
of the guinea-pig) it is the animal of choice for 
work on contagious abortion of cattle. It has 
been bred in the Hebrew University, Jerusalem, 
since 1930, and colonies from Jerusalem have 
been successfully established at the National 
Institute for Medical Research in London and in 
Paris. There should, therefore, be no difficulty 
in supplying laboratories with it. 
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Tubereulosis, Harsurietp, &., 
Roperick, L. M., and Hawn, M. C. J. Amer. 
Vet. Med. Ass. 91. 3. 323-329.] 


One thousand five hundred eighteen 
chicks hatched from the eggs of 175 tuberculous 
hens over a period of two years were brought 
up on uninfected ground and subjected to 
repeated tuberculin tests. In some cases post- 
mortem and cultural examinations were made. 
In no case was tuberculosis found and the 
authors conclude that it is extremely doubtful 
if egg transmission is a factor in the dissemina- 
tion of the disease. 

Macroscopic lesions of tuberculosis were 
found in eight out of 246 crows examined, but 
were usually limited to a few nodules, no cases 
of generalised disease being revealed. 

The authors also record the findings in 19 
cases of suspected tuberculosis in sheep carcases 
detained at slaughterhouse inspection. Apart 
from one young lamb all the cases were in 
adult sheep. The lesions were generalised with 
extensive calcification and in some cases were 
very similar to those found in caseous lymph- 
adenitis. Typing experiments showed the pre- 
sence of avian tubercle bacilli in 18 cases, the 
result in the other being indefinite. 

The cases all came from an area where 
poultry farming had been intensively practised 
and where avian tuberculosis had been a serious 
problem. Of recent years sheep farming had 
been introduced and many farmers now main- 
tain a flock of breeding ewes. The authors 
conclude that the increase in sheep condemna- 
tions was due to an increase in the sheep 
population and their exposure to a large amount 
of avian infection on the farms of the area. 

A. R. 


| Water Pollution Research and Waste Waters 
from the Milk Industry. Parker, A. (1987.) 
J. Roy. San, Inst. 58. 3. (Sept., 1937.) ] 


This paper was read before Section H 
(Sewage Disposal) of the Health Congress at 
Birmingham on July 16th, 1987. After referring 
briefly to the work previously done by the Water 
Pollution Research Board since its inception in 
1927, the author dealt more particularly with 
the Board’s work on beet-sugar factory effluents, 
and with its most recent investigations on the 
treatment and disposal of milk effluents. 

Stress is laid on the advisability, in the first 
instance, in attempting to solve any problem of 
this nature, of ascertaining whether it is prac- 
ticable so to modify manufacturing procedure 
as to reduce waste to a minimum. This can 
often be done with advantage both to the 
manufacturer and to the public. In the case of 
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waste water from beet-sugar factories the 
screening and sedimentation, with occasional 
lime treatment, of washing and process water 
has permitted its re-use without disadvantage 
to manufacturing efficiency and the Board is to 
be congratulated on showing both experiment- 
ally and on a large scale that it is possible to 
avoid serious pollution of rivers from _ this 
source, The importance of the problem may be 
judged from the fact that the quantity of beet- 
sugar manufactured in this country has risen 
from 7,000 tons in 1922-23 to approximately 
600,000 tons in 1984-35. 

The Board's investigation into the disposa! 
of dairy and milk-product effluents has also 
shown satisfactory results. A similar initial 
line of approach—in this case the simple 
expedient of more thorough emptying and drain- 
ing of churns—has resulted in a saving to the 
manufacturer and a reduction by a half to 
one-third in the concentration of the effluent. 
A saving of £1,000 per annum was effected by 
one firm handling six to seven million gallons 
of milk in this way. When all possible steps 
have been taken, however, to reduce losses 
within the dairy or factory the waste still 
requires considerable purification before it is 
suitable for discharge into rivers and streams. 
Such wastes may contain as much as 1 per cent. 
of milk, with a biochemical oxygen demand 
(B.O.D.) of 120 parts per 100,000. Two methods 
of purification have been investigated—firstly, 
simple sedimentation followed by the activated 
sludge method; and secondly, biological oxida- 
tion by means of percolating filters. The costs 
of construction of the plants were approximately 
the same, but the results so far obtained by the — 
first method are not nearly so good as those 
which have followed the use of the biological 
filtration plant. Final effluents using the 
activated sludge method varied from B.O.D. 
values of 36 to 06 per 100,000 from milk 
washings ranging between B.O.D. values of 50 
and 18 parts per 100,000. Experiments with a 
view to improving the efficiency of this process 
are being continued. 

Initial experiments with the filtration method 
showed that if the waste contained more than 
about 0-2 per cent. of milk, preliminary storage 
for a day or two to allow fat and other solids 
to separate was necessary before filtration to 
avoid clogging of the filters. If, however, the 
effluents are first diluted to the above figure. 
and two percolation filters used in series, their 
order being — every two or three weeks, 
the necessity for preliminary storage with the 
undesirable odours of fermentation and the 
problem of sludge disposal are avoided. 

Experiments with this method were carried 
out on a large scale with the financial assist- 
ance of the industry. The layout of the plant 
permitted the dilution of the waste with purified 
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effluent so as to feed a mixture with a B.O.D. 
of about 25 parts per 100,000 to the filters. 
Average results for an experimental period of 
eight months during 1935-36 showed a final 
effluent with a B.O.D. of only O'S parts per 
100,000, Subsequent experiments in which the 
volume of diluted washings dealt with and the 
rate of filtration were doubled gave even better 
results—the B.O.D. of the final product being 
(3 parts per 100,000. Tests showed that fish 
can live in the treated effluent. These large-scale 
experiments have definitely shown that milk 
washings can be efficiently purified by either 
method; and laboratory experiments have 
demonstrated their efficiency for the purification 
of whey washings and of mixtures of milk and 
whey washings. It is now the intention of the 
Board to carry out large-scale experiments in 
the latter connection. 

In replying to the discussion which followed, 
Dr. Parker indicated that it was also intended 
to carry out investigations in the treatment of 
sewage by the double filtration method, and 
that it was hoped later to investigate the 
disposal of waste waters and products of other 
industries. 

This paper indicates that in the ten years of 
its activity the Board has achieved results of 
great public value. 

F. W. W. 


* * * 


| Venereal Diseases of Animals. Love ri, R. 
Brit. J. Ven. Dis. 13. pp. 192-203.] 


The following diseases of animals are selected 
as those commonly transmitted by coitus. 
Brucella abortus Infection of Cattle.— 
Although infection is considered to be chiefly 
by way of the mouth through the ingestion of 
uterine exudate or by way of milk from infected 
cows which may contain the causative organism, 
it may also take place during sexual intercourse 
by way of the vagina from an infected bull. 
Brucella Infection of Swine.—This condition, 
which apparently does not occur in this country, 
is due to Br. suis. The common method of 
spread is considered to be from the males to the 
females during coitus and in this way one boar 
may infect many herds. The affected boars 
often show lesions in the genital organs in 
which the causative organism may be demon- 
strated. In sows, numerous nodules may be 
found in the uterine mucous membrane. Blood 
samples from infected pigs often contain anti- 
bodies demonstrable by the agglutination test. 
Spirochaetal Infection of Rabbits. — This 
disease occurs naturally and is due to Treponema 
cuniculi, which affects the genital regions, giving 
rise to papular or erosive lesions. Dourine is a 
trypanosome disease of equines due to Trypano- 
soma equiperdum. It is a chronic disease and 
commences with inflammation and oedema of 


the genitalia and this is followed by raised 
plaques appearing on the skin. Later, nervous 
Symptoms may develop and then recovery is 
rare. Diagnosis is commonly made on _ the 
clinical symptoms or by the complement fixation 
test. 

Trichomonas foetus Infection of Cattle.—It is 
a cause of early abortion and is often followed 
by a mucoid discharge from the vagina. Should 
the dead foetus be retained pyometra results, 
and if conception does not take place endome- 
tritis follows. Diagnosis is confirmed by 
examining microscopically films made from the 
discharge and the finding of the trichomonads. 

Contagious Venereal Tumours of Dogs.—This 
is a true venereal disease and is characterised 
by single or multiple growths, tending to become 
lobulated, on the penis or vagina. 

Coital exanthema occurs in horses, cattle and 
sheep, and is characterised by vesicular and 
pustular lesions on the external genitalia. 
A condition known as contagious granular 
vaginitis is recognised by some as a separate 
condition, but there is no evidence to show that 
it is due to a different cause. 

G. J. G. H. 


* * * * * 


[Sheep Scah: Remedial Measures Reviewed. 
Lewis, FE. ANEURIN. (1937.) Bull. Entomol. Res. 
28. Part. I. 11-28.] 


Methods of control in all parts of the Empire 
and America are based on the same principles. 
The disease has been eradicated in Australia, 
New Zealand and Canada, while its incidence 
in South Africa and America is declining. The 
success of Australia and New Zealand appears 
to rest as much on the determined efforts of the 
flock owners to combat the disease as on the 
rigid enforcement of the control legislature. 

Various ways of dipping and hand dressing 
are discussed. The circular tank is considered 
the safest type for dipping as the sheep do not 
have to be turned. Of the many prescriptions 
for dips in use the majority have been shown 
experimentally to have no significant injurious 
effect on the wool if prepared and used properly. 
Dipping after shearing allows quicker penetra- 
tion to the skin and parasites; long wool may 
prevent deep penetration, but the deposit re- 
mains in the fleece for a longer period. Too hot 
a dip may injure the sheep, while too cold a 
dip may not effect a cure. In America, lime and 
sulphur dips are kept between 100 and 105° F. ; 
the sheep are kept in for two minutes—longer 
in advanced cases. In Australia, tobacco and 
sulphur dips are used at 110° F. in summer and 
115° F. in winter for short-woolled sheep, the 
time of immersion being 60 to 80 seconds. 

Du Toit and others in South Africa have 
shown experimentally that clean sheep can be 
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placed safely in a grossly infected kraal that 
has been empty only 17 days. 
A great deal of detailed information is given 


in this review. 
A. 
* 


[Chronic Respiratory Disease in the Horse. 
Hua, A. (1937.) Schweiz. Archiv f. Tierhlk. 79. 

6. pp. 251-280. ] 

Hug says that chronic respiratory disease, 
chiefly of the character of broken wind, is 
common in horses in Switzerland and accounts 
for about one-quarter of all claims made by 
horse owners to insurance companies. He 
examined 38 affected horses between seven and 
30 years old and made microscopic sections of 
the lungs of 25 of them. Bronchitis and 
bronchiolitis was a constant feature, nearly 
ulways accompanied by alveolar emphysema 
with or without interstitial pneumonia or 
pleuropneumonia. The lungs often 
enlarged, with blunt borders, and their apices 
were the commonest site of the changes found. 

As bronchitis was the regular lesion, Hug 
thinks that it is the initial one in all cases and 
as the cause he attributes over-exertion of 
horses worked whilst in poor condition or in 
imported horses before they had become 
acclimatised. 

The literature is reviewed at great length and 
there are five good photomicrographs. 

J. E. 


RIDING TIOLIDAYS IN| HUNGARY 


The National Horse Association is arranging 
(in conjunction with the Hungarian State Rail- 
ways) long-distance riding holidays for English 
horsemen in Hungary next year. It is hoped to 
run a series of tours starting in the early spring, 
consisting of 16 full days which will include 
the use of a good horse, sightseeing, full accom- 
modation, and the transportation of luggage by 
motor lorries from one night’s sleeping quarters 
to another. After an early morning’s start, the 
day’s ride from sleeping” quarters to 
another is completed in about three to four 
hours, so that the quarters are reached 
about mid-day. The horses will, however, be 
available all day for the use of riders. Luggage 
will be sent ahead, together with a staff to feed, 
groom, stable the horses, and clean the equip- 
ment. Each trip will include three days in 
Budapest and two in Vienna. 


Errata.—In the annotation “ The Sheep Blow- 
fly Problem in Great Britain,” appearing in our 
issue of October 2nd, the writer refers on pages 
1270-1271 to work by Professor J. Hendrick and 
Mr. W. Moore. We regret that on three occasions 
the name of the former is erroneously spelt 
Kendrick, 


bite a printer’s error the word “epidermic” 
appeared in the title of the abstract of the 
poner by Emoto, Kondo and Watanabe, “ On the 
Epidemic Equine Encephalitis which occurred 
in the year 1935 in Japan,” published on page 
1354 of our last issue, 


| 


REPORTS 


Tsetse-Fly Eradication 


Report on the Eradication of Tsetse-fly of the 
G. palpalis Group from the Peng Tamale Area, 
Northern Territories, Gold Coast 


This report is a record of six years’ work 
carried out by J. L. Stewart, m.c., Director of 
Veterinary Services for the Gold Coast, for the 
purpose of clearing Glossina palpalis from the 
area near which a new veterinary station, 
laboratory and headquarters, had been erected. 

The tsetse-fly problem is such an important 
one and involves such large tracts of African 
territory that any measures which have 
produced successful results, and such as are 
recorded in this report, are of the utmost 
importance. There are in Africa some 20 
different species of tsetse flies and they vary 
very considerably in their habits and require- 
ments and, therefore, often call for quite 
different methods of attack. All are forest 
insects, but some require dense shade while 
others do not. Some species require a dense 
undergrowth and this is avoided by others. 
Again, some feed on the larger big game while 
others prefer reptilian blood. Even among the 
same species, probably due to environment, 
behaviour is not always the same, for the Harris 
trap, which was used with great success in 
Zululand in trapping Glossina morsitans, was not 
nearly so effective when tried in Southern 
Rhodesia or the Bechuanaland Protectorate 
where the Glossina morsitans is the common 
tsetse-fly. 

The scheme for eradication in the Gold Coast 
area followed recommendations from the 
medical entomologist and the anti-tsetse sec- 
tion of the Medical Research Institute in 1931, 
when they were retrenched and the work was 
then, quite properly, taken over by the Veter- 
inary Department. 

The work consisted of making a complete 
clearing of the dense fringing vegetation along 
both banks of the Naboggo River, which formed 
the northern and north-western boundary of 
the area. The river banks were composed of 
evergreen shade-giving trees and bushes and it 
is this well-defined green fringe along the banks 
which harbours the Glossina palpalis, and which 
the Department set out to destroy completely. 
The entomologist considered that large trees, 
even if only a few yards away, could safely be 
left as long as the green fringing band was thor- 
oughly eradicated, but the experience gained as 
the work proceeded showed that all trees up to 
the high-water mark and slightly beyond had 
to be removed and burned. The cost of clearing 


_Was estimated at £6 per acre, although it was 


afterwards found that it could be done at 
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£2 5s. Od. by exercising rigid economy, and as 
about 200 yards of river vegetation on both 
banks go to the acre, the scheme must have 
appeared feasible and quite an attractive one 
on paper. In actual practice difficulties soon 
cropped up, for funds were short and the large 
scale map (apparently official) on which the 
scheme was based showed an inaccurate course 
to the Naboggo River, and this caused much 
more clearing than was at first anticipated, But 
the Department plodded on and after three 
years the clearing was having its effect. Only 
a few tsetse-flies could be found and there were 
few “ fly struck ”’ cattle. 

In 1933-34, however, a severe rainy season 
which caused extensive flooding brought the 
fly back and investigation showed there was 
a definite chain consisting of lagoons, copses 
and secondary streams leading away from the 
main river which harboured “ fly’ and had to 
be cleared. By the end of March, 1934, this 
work was completed but percolation of tsetse- 
flies recurred in August, September and 
October, when the river was at its highest. On 
the east tsetse-flies were found in a banana 
plantation no less than three miles from the 
river and these actually bred there and caused 
trypanosomiasis in pigs housed closed by. By 
1936 the entire main river and lagoons through- 
out the area and for some distance beyond 
and all water holes and secondary streams 
within the area had been cleared of all low 
shade, and barrier clearings had been made on 
the flanks to prevent ingress during flooding. 
The main objective was, of course, to eliminate 
the combination of water and low shade which 
is essential for lengthy residence or for the 
breeding of flies of the Glossina palpalis group. 
These flies are often driven to outer areas by 
flooding and they may be carried to other parts 
by man and animals, but in such cases they 
soon die off and cause no harm. 

The scheme is reported as being entirely 
successful in clearing the area of tsetse-flies of 
the Glossina palpalis group, but the Director 
sounds a note of warning by stating that con- 
tinual vigilance will be necessary to prevent 
foci of tsetse being re-established. Attention is 
drawn to the fact that Glossina tachinoides 
Inay be found in the uncleared portions such as 
pools, streams and water holes away from the 
main river as soon as flooding takes place and 
it is suggested that these manage to exist by 
some means throughout the dry season. This 
is a vital point and one that should be cleared 
up as soon as possible. Fly traps were not 


successful in the area and the best results were 
obtained by using a single black screen against 
which the flies were netted by a native using 
an ordinary fly net. 

An interesting observation made in the report 
is that high shade trees which have a clear 
bole of ten feet from the ground do not harbour 


44. Vou, 49, 


fly and can safely be left. Glossina palpalis 
were frequently found under such trees during 
the early rains from June to mid-August but 
they do not remain there for more than a few 
hours and do not pupate there, 

The report is a record of six years’ work of 
sustained effort with success attained in spite 
of difficulties which would have discouraged a 
less keen worker, 

W. 


* * * * * 


Dumfries 


REPORT OF THE COUNTY VETERINARY 
OFFICER FOR THE YEAR 1936 


The above report is issued in accordance 
with the terms of Section 4 (5) of the Milk 
and Dairies (Seotland) Act, 1914. 

Under the heading ‘ Matters of General 
Interest,” the filtration test used at the milk 
factories and creameries as a control of clean 
milk production is disapproved of and the 
present method of milk transport in the county 
aurea is severely criticised. 

The veterinary officers in the county are 
responsible for the supervision of the construc- 
tion and reconstruction of dairy premises, and 
while it would appear as if owners of these 
premises often avail themselves of the experi- 
ence of the members of the Veterinary 
Department, regret is expressed that under the 
Tuberculosis (Attested Herds) Scheme (Scot- 
land), 1936, it is not made a condition of 
attestation that the premises should conform to 
the local dairy bye-laws. 

It is stated that there are 20 Attested herds 
in the county, all of which had previously been 
licensed under the Milk (Special Designations) 
Order (Scotland). 

There are 1,098 registered premises in the 
county with a population of 20,645 cows. This 
is an increase of 1,975 cows compared with 
1935. A table is given showing the number of 
premises which conform to the dairy bye-laws 
and those which do not, the latter being sub- 
divided according to the measure of the defects, 


The total number of routine visits of inspec- 
tion was 1,291 and in addition 204 visits were 
made in connection with reconstruction of 
premises and 496 under the Milk (Special 
Designations) Order (Scotland). All the herds 
in the county were examined at least once during 
the year and it is hoped in future by an 
increase in staff to carry out more frequent 
examinations. It is reported that the condition 
of the cows in the area is, with a few excep- 
tions, satisfactory and that the improved 
construction of many of the byres is reflected 
in the cleanliness of the animals, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| | 
| 
| 


— 


1388 No. 44. Vor. 49. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


October 30th, 1937. 


A list is given of various diseases met with 
during routine herd examination and it is 
interesting to note that there were 705 cows 
showing either mastitis, atrophy, or non- 
tuberculous induration of one or more quarters 
of the udder. One case of undulant fever was 
reported during the year and the patient had 
been receiving his milk supply from a_ herd 
found to be affected with contagious abortion. 

In 1936 there were 144 cases dealt with under 
the Tuberculosis Order, 89 of these being 
detected during routine herd examination. In 
all, 593 were reported, a figure which appears 
high compared with the number = actually 
slaughtered. Of those killed, twelve showed 
tuberculosis of the udder or were giving tuber- 
culous milk, 34. suffered tuberculous 
emaciation and 98 showed a chronie cough and 
definite clinical signs of tuberculosis, Only five, 
a remarkably low figure, are stated as being 
affected with this disease in the udder. 

Attention is drawn to the fact that an 
increasing number of owners are having the 
tuberculin test applied to their herds and this 
is being done very often as a_ result of 
discussions between the farmers and the veter- 
inary officers. As far as is known, 80 farmers 
submitted their herds to this test during the 
year under review, 

A table is given showing the number of milk 
sumples and sputa submitted to the county 
laboratory for examination and the result. In 
all, 147 samples of milk were examined 
biologically for M. tuberculosis. Unfortunately, 
owing to lack of accommodation for guinea- 
pigs, this figure is not so great as it might 
otherwise be. In addition, 164 samples were 
examined for bacterial count and the presence 
of B. coli, 

It is interesting to note that no reports were 
received from other local authorities during the 
year regarding tuberculous infection in any of 
the milk supplies produced in the county. 


At December 31st, 1936, there were 49 herds 
with a cattle population of 4,239 animals, 
licensed under the Milk (Special Designations) 
Order (Scotland), one certified, 47 tuberculin 
tested and one standard. This is 13 more herds 
than in 1935. As a result of the official tuber- 
culin test applied to these herds, with the 
exception of those attested under the Tuber- 
culosis (Attested Herds) Scheme (Scotland), 
25 reactors were disclosed. 


In addition to the above, there are four 
unlicensed tubercle-free herds in the county. 


Attention is drawn to the fact that the high 
price charged for graded milk in some districts 
restricts the demand and the opinion’ is 
expressed that twopence per gallon over the 
price of ordinary milk should be sufficient to 
compensate the farmer for extra outlay in the 
production of this milk. There appears to be 


some dissatisfaction amongst the graded herd 
owners in the county because of the fact that 
some are paid graded price for a_ iarger 
proportion of their supplies than others. 


At the end of the report a synopsis is given 
of the work done by the Veterinary Department 
under the Public Health (Meat) Regulations 
(Scotland), 1930. In this connection 657 visits 
were made during the year to the various 
abattoirs and tables are given showing the 
number of abattoirs in the county, the number 
of animals killed in each, and the diseases for 
which carcases or parts of carcases were 
condemned. In conclusion it is advocated that 
more of the slaughtering should be done at 
the abattoirs where there are efficient detention 
officers, and in places where there are no such 
officers slaughtering should be confined to 
specified days and hours. 


VITAMIN E DEFICIENCY IN THE 
SUCKLING RAT 


Miss M. M. O. Barrie draws attention, in Nalure, 
to the fact that it has been reported previously** 
that partial deficiency of vitamin E in the doe 
rat leads to the production of abnormal young, 
stating that this abnormality is associated wit 
both anterior pituitary deficiency and thyroid 
deficiency. “It is most marked when the litter 
is about 18 days old and usually results in death 
three or four days later. 

“ Since at birth the young, though small, appear 
otherwise normal, it seemed possible that the 
abnormality develops after birth and might be 
prevented if the young were fed by a normal 
doe. An E-deficient rat had a litter of three— 
two males and one female. Five days after birth, 
the two males were exchanged for four males 
from the normal breeding stock which were born 
on the same day. The stock mother then had 
her own females and the four normal males. 
All the young suckled by the E-deficient doe 
were abnormal at 16 days, and all were dead two 
days later. The thyroid glands were examined 
histologically and all showed the hypoplasia 
typical of this condition. All the young suckled 
| the normal rat grew well and showed no sign 
of abnormality. The experiment was repeated, 
with the same result, when the females from the 
two litters were exchanged on the fifth day, 
and again when the young were transferred 
on the day of birth. 

“This experiment shows that the young of 
vitamin E-deficient rats are born normal, but 
that thyroid and anterior pituitary deficiency 
develop as a result of the lack of some essential 
constituent of the ‘mother’s milk. This missing 


‘factor is almost undoubtedly vitamin E since 


lack of this vitamin results in similar changes 
in these glands in the adult rat, although the 
accompanying symptoms of stunted growth, 
uncalcified skull, clenched feet and weakness are 
not observed because the animal has already 
attained maturity.” . 


*BarrieE, M. M. O. (1937.) Nature. 139. 286. 
+Barrie, M. M. O. (1937.) Lancet. ii. 251. 
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National Veterinary 
Medical Association of 
Great Britain and Ireland 


Quarterly Meeting of Council 


The large number of members attending the 
quarterly meeting taxed the accommodation of 
the Council Chamber at 36, Gordon Square, 
London, when the governing body of the Associa- 
tion met, with the President (Captain Donald 
Campbell) in the chair, on the afternoon of 
Tuesday, October 5th, 1937. 

The following members of Council signed the 
attendance book: Mr. L. S. Balls, Captain J. R. 
Barker, Messrs. H. Bell, H. W. Steele-Bodger, 
H. E. Bywater, E. R. Callender, D. D. Canning, 
T. A. R. Chipperfield, E. Clark and B. A. 
Claxton, Captain J. C. Coleman, Professor J. F. 
Craig, Mr. P. Crosfield, Major Brennan DeVine, 
Mr. J. B. Dier, Major G. W. Dunkin, Messrs. 
H. Scott Dunn, C. Wentworth Elam, J. Fox, 
S. V. Golledge and H. W. Griffiths, Captain O. V. 
Ciunning, Dr. Tom Hare, Sir Frederick Hobday, 
Messrs. H. Tudor Hughes and W. J. Tronside, 
Dr. L. Jordan, Major H. Kirk, Mr. R. C. Locke, 
Dr. J. MeCunn, Messrs. J. W. McIntosh, W. R. 
MceKinna, G. P. Male and G. Dunlop Martin, 
Major A. B. Mattinson, Captain S. J. Motton, 
Mr. R. Barons Nelder, Major D. S. Rabagliati, 
Mr. E. Brayley Reynolds, Captain J. R. Rider, 
Mr. G. A. Sangster, Professor J. T. Share-Jones, 
Lieut.-Colonel J. Simpson, Captain R. 
Simpson, Mr. J. Small, Dr. A. W. Stableforth, 
Major H. Sumner, Messrs. Alex. Thomson 
(Beckenham), S. B. Vine, A. H. Watson and 
G. (. Webster, Professor A. W. Whitehouse, 
Messrs. TT. Wilkinson and T. Wilson, and 
Professor G. H. Wooldridge. Mr. C. O. Langley 
(Solicitor) and Mr. F. Knight (Secretary) were 
also present. 

The PRESIDENT, having welcomed the members, 
said that they had before them the minutes of 
two meetings held at Bournemouth. These had 
been published in the Veterinary Record; was it 
their pleasure that they should be taken as read 
and be approved? 

The Council expressed assent. ! 

The Secretary said that the first matter 
arising out of the minutes was to receive the 
report from the President regarding the venue 
of the 1938 Congress of the Association. 

The PRESIDENT observed that he need not 
remind them of the decision taken at Bourne- 
mouth with regard to the meeting place of 
Congress for 1938. Briefly, it was that the 
Congress for that year should be held in Inver- 
ness, but if Inverness proved to be unsuitable 
as a location it should be held in Glasgow ; it 
was left somewhat tentatively to him to make 
enquiries as to the suitability or otherwise of 


Inverness. He thought the clearest and briefest 
method he could adopt of making that report 
was to read the report which he sent to the 
General Secretary with the request that it 
should be submitted to the officers of the 
Association. He took the view that in that 
matter he was entitled to look to the officers of 
the Association who, after all, were the nucleus 
of the Provisional Committee of any Congress. 
He proposed, therefore, to read to them his 
report and one or two letters relating to that 
matter. 

The President now read these documents, his 
report being as follows :— 


N.V.M.A. ConGress, 1938: 
REPORT BY THE PRESIDENT 
As arranged, have visited Inverness to 
investigate its capacily to accommodate the 
Congress of 1938. Major McGregor, who is on 
holiday at Conon Bridge, near Inverness, accom- 
panied me_ throughout. We interviewed the 
Provost and the Town Clerk, the Secretary to 
the Inverness Advertising Board, Messrs. John 
Brown, of Invergordon, G, B. Lewis, of Inverness, 
k. Murray Lamb, of Conon Bridge, the manager 
of the Station Hotel and the manageress of the 
Caledonian Hotel, 
I met Mr. J. Anderson, of Keith, in London 
last week and discussed the matter with hii. 
We inspected the Town House, the Northern 
Meeting Rooms and the two hotels | have men- 
tioned, which are the largest and most important 
in the. town, 


Official Altitude. 

The Provost and Town Clerk were’ very 
cordial and helpful, and there can be no doubt 
that the town authorities would welcome a visit 
from the Association, and do all they could to 
make the visit enjoyable. They would give 
us a civic welcome and reception the 
evening. 

Accommodation. 
(1) Meetings. 

Use of the Town House would be granted to 
us for meetings. The main hall, when we saw 
it, was seated, we were told, for 350 people, 
and there was abundance of room. It is a very 
attractive hall and would be available for general 
meetings and papers. There are several quite 
good rooms, which we could have for council 
and sectional meetings and for the Secretary’s 
office. Unfortunately there is no hall in the 
building large enough to house the drugs exhibi- 
tion. The only arrangement we could see for 
that would be to have the exhibition in one of 
the several rooms which comprise the Northern 
Meeting Rooms. The distance from the Town 
House is negligible; not two minutes’ walk, and 
the Northern Meeting Rooms would have to be 
taken anyway for social functions. 

(2) Social Functions. 

The only building capable of accommodating 
the dinner and receptions is the Northern 
Meeting Rooms. The civic reception would in 
any case be held there. For next year an 
extension of the Caledonian Hotel is planned, 
including a new ballroom, but it seems unlikely 
that even that could be considered for our fune- 
tions. It was unfortunate that the Secretary of 
the Northern Meeting Rooms was not at home at 
the time of our visit, but Mr. John Brown, of 
Invergordon, has since called on him and has 
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written informing me what transpired. It may 
be taken, I think, that the Rooms will be avail- 
able for us, but—at a price. Without seeing the 
Secretary it was impossible to get exact figures, 
but the Town Clerk thought the nominal charge 
for the Rooms was about £25 a night, which 
included the day for preparation. The Corpora- 
tion would, of course, pay for the day of the 
civic reception; and the Provost made the further 
suggestion that better terms might be obtained 
if the Corporation hired the Rooms over the 
entire period and re-let them to us at cost. 
Whatever we had to pay would include the 
charge for the drugs exhibition. Since receiving 
Mr. Brown’s letter I have written to Major Ross 
pointing out that before we come to a decision 
we must know what the cost will be. 

A caterer would have to be engaged but the 


‘Provost said a local firm could undertake the 


catering. 

To Major McGregor and myself this question 
of cost seemed very formidable. 

We learned from several sources that Inverness 
is a town of strict Sabbatarian principles, and 
that the Sunday evening reception, such as 
commonly forms part of the Congress programme, 
would not be tolerated. 


(3) Hotel Accommodation. 

Here again the difficulties are not slight. We 
stipulated that the time of the Congress should 
not be earlier than the last week of July and 
not later than the second week of September. 
The Provost and Town Clerk told us that the 
only possible times within these limits, so far 
as accommodation went, would be the week 
beginning on Sunday, August 28th, or the 
following week, beginning Sunday, September 
4th, preferably the latter. They assured us that 
there would be little difficulty about getting 
sufficient accommodation then, 

From the hotel keepers, however, we heard a 
different story. It appears that there is a big 
charabanc-party business, and in both the Station 
Hotel and the Caledonian, we were told that they 
could not turn down their regular customers in 
this trade, namely, the bus companies. 

The Station Hotel has 83 bedrooms, taking 
about 110 people. For the dates mentioned the 
manager would not undertake to allot us more 
than ten double rooms. 

The Caledonian Hotel has 66 “ lettable rooms ” 
just now, and next year will have 82, with 
‘apacity similar to the Station Hotel. The 
Caledonian is an attractive place, close to the 
Meeting Rooms and Town House, and, other 
things being arranged, would be a suitable head- 
quarters hotel. Here again the manageress 
would not promise more than twelve double 
rooms. 

There are several other good-sized hotels and, 
we are assured, quite a number of small ones 
and a great number of boarding houses. No 
difficulty is likely to arise there. 

To-day we had another talk with the Town 
Clerk, and reported to him the result of our 
inquiries at the hotels. He said that the Town 
Authorities were very anxious to have the 
Congress in Inverness, and that the difficulties 
raised by the hotel managements would be over- 
come. He ‘phoned a director of the Caledonian 
Hotel and at once received the promise that we 
could have 50 rooms there—the number we had 
stipulated for. An urgent official questionnaire 
is to be sent to all the principal hotels asking 
what accommodation they will provide. When 
the replies are in, the Town Clerk will inform 
me of the particulars; he expects to be able 
to do so in a few days. 
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This civic helpfulness certainly eases very 

greatly the position as to hotel accommodation. 
here is an Inverness Board of Advertising, 

and the Secretary of the Board will undertake 

all correspondence regarding hotels and board- 

ing houses, thus relieving the Local Secretary 

of much work. 

(4) Local Committee. 

As noted earlier, along with Major McGregor, 
I visited the veterinary surgeons the 
immediate neighbourhood. Each one assured us 
of his willingness to help to make the Congress 
a success if it were held in Inverness, but with 
equal unanimity they doubted the capacity of 
Inverness to house the Congress. Mr. G. B. Lewis, 
8, Broadstone Park, Inverness, intimated his 
willingness to act as Local Secretary. 

Veterinary surgeons are widely dispersed in 
that part of Scotland, there is no_ veterinary 
organisation and it will be very difficult for a 
committee to function effectively. 

Here is a list of those who might form the 
committee and their distances from Inverness: 
Sutherland (Caithness), 150 miles; Thomson 
(Golspie), 70 miles; Brown (Invergordon), 35 
miles; Munro (Fearn), 48 miles; Lamb (Conon 
Bridge), 19 miles; Logan (Inverness); Lewis 
(Inverness); Hendry (Nairn), 15 miles; Russell 
(Elgin), 38 miles; Anderson (Keith), 54 miles. 
Unless a great part of the preparation is done 
from Gordon Square it appears to me that a 
Congress simply cannot be held in Inverness. 

(5) Operations and Demonstrations. 

We were assured that accommodation for these 
‘an be found. 

Taking the three main considerations, my 
conclusions are these :— 

(1) Hotel Accommodation. 

From the second visit to the Town Clerk, 1 
incline to accept his assurance that accommoda- 
tion will be available during the weeks specified. 
For final confirmation the replies to the question- 
naire will have to be scrutinised. 

(2) Accommodation for Congress Activities. 

There is ample room for meetings, ete. For 
social activities there is also ample room, but 
unless we get definite assurance that the cost 
of the Northern Meeting Rooms will be much less 
than was indicated to Major McGregor and my- 
self, I do not see how the outlay can be 
justified. 

(3) Local Secretary and Committee. 

The difficulty about a local secretary having 
been unexpectedly overcome, there remains the 
difficulty of a local committee in a district where 
veterinary surgeons are few and widely scattered. 
This difficulty, although great, is not, in my 
opinion, insuperable, provided much of the organ- 
ising is done from headquarters. 

I should like to record with gratitude the 
great help I received from Major McGregor. 

The Presipent then read a letter, addressed 
by him on September Sth, 1937, to the General 
Secretary of the Association, and the text of 
which js as follows :— 


As you know, [ visited Inverness on August 
24th, and remained there till the following day 
in order to investigate the possibilities of that 
town as a location for the 1938 Congress. A 
fairly full report was sent to you and circulated 
to the officers of the Association, along with a 
letter from Major McGregor, who accompanied 
me while in Inverness. 

Since then, I have given much thought to the 
inatter and have carefully considered letters on 
the subject) from Captain Simpson, Major 
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Rabagliati and Captain Rider, as well as Major 

McGregor’s letter. My decision, if a decision 
rests with me, is that Inverness will not be 
suited for the Congress. 

Briefly, my reasons are these:— 

The use of the Northern Rooms is essential 
for our social functions; there is no alternative; 
and while it seems certain that the Rooms 
would be allotted to us, it would be on conditions 
involving some not clearly specified expense and 
including a number of details regarding carpets, 
light, ete., which would prove irksome. 

For the Drugs Exhibition, too, I think the 
Northern Rooms is the only place which is 
suitable and at the same time near enough to 
the Town Hall, where our meetings would be held. 
My information is that we would not be granted 
the use of the Rooms for this Exhibition. 

The lack of a local Division of the Association 
and of a compact body of veterinary surgeons to 
form a strong and active Congress Committee 
would, in my opinion, throw much work on the 
central office which, to be done well, should be 
done locally. In consequence, you might have to 
do a good deal of travelling to and from 
Inverness. 

The advice I have received from those to whom 
I am bound to look for advice, namely, the 
officers of the Association, is unanimously against 
holding the Congress in Inverness. That advice 
accords with my own conclusions. 

It does not seem to me to be necessary to 
consult the Solicitor as to who is responsible, in 
view of the resolution of the Annual General 
Meeting, for deciding whether or not Inverness 
is suitable. If you think he ought to be con- 
sulted, please consult him. If not, I am 
prepared to take the responsibility of deciding 
now that the Congress of 1938 be held, not in 
Inverness, but in Glasgow, in accordance with 
the finding of the Annual General Meeting. 

I have spoken to Mr. Abbott, of Glasgow, and 
to Captain Watt and Mr. Thomson, of the West 
of Scotland Division, to make sure that the 
Glasgow invitation still stands. It can be taken 
that it does. 

Will you please, therefore, write officially to 
Glasgow Corporation accepting their invitation 
and to the Town Clerk of Inverness, declining 
theirs, 

[ also shall write to the Town Clerk, Inverness, 
and to Major Ross, of the Northern Rooms, 
thanking them for their help and courtesy. 


Captain SIMPSON said that he desired to move 
the adoption of the report which the President 
had read—i.e., that his decision in this matter 
be endorsed and that the 1938 Congress of the 
National Veterinary Medical Association be 
held in Glasgow. He need not say more, except 
to thank the President, on their behalf, most 
sincerely for all the trouble he had taken in 
that matter. (Applause. ) 

Dr. WuitEHousE, seconding the motion. 
observed that he would like to say, on behalf of 
the College at Glasgow, that they would do all 
they could to make the visit of the “ National” 
profitable and to help the local committee in 
every way possible. (Hear, hear.) 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

Replying to Major DEVINE, the PRESIDENT said 
that he was not in a position to announce the 
date of the Congress, inasmuch as the Provi- 
sional Committee had not yet met. He could 
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say, however, that in view of the fact that the 
International Veterinary Congress was taking 
place in the week ending August 27th, it was 
thought that in any event the week before or 
the week after that would have to be left clear: 
the Congress would, therefore, be held either at 
the beginning of August or the beginning of 
September—he gathered that the feeling in the 
West of Scotland was in favour of having it at 
the beginning of September, but that would be 
for the Provisional Committee to decide. 


CORRESPONDENCE 

(1) The SecrETARY announced the receipt of 
apologies for inability to attend the meeting 
from the following members of Council: Mr. 
E. F. Beckett, Professor G. F. Boddie, Mr. 
A. D. J. Brennan, Mr. David Brown, Professor 
T. G. Browne, Mr. H. 8. Caldwell, Mr. A. Gofton, 
Mr. P. F. Dolan, Mr. E. P. Edwards, Mr. J. R. 
Hewer, Mr. E. F. MeCleery, Mr. A. McLean, 
Mr. W. Nairn, Major R. H. H. Over, Mr. J. N. 
Ritchie, Mr. H. M. Salusbury, Mr. R. H. Smythe, 
Mr. H. P. Standley, senr., Captain R. J. Stow, 
Dr. W. R. Wooldridge and Captain W. G. 
Wragg. 

(2) The only further item of correspondence 
was a letter from Major F. Leeds Gooch, of 
Stamford, enclosing a copy of a group photo- 
graph of those attending the annual meeting of 
the “ National” held at Peterborough in 1894, 
and stating that he would be pleased to present 
it to the Council. 

The Presipenr said that he was sure the 
Council would gladly accept that most interest- 
ing photograph and would instruct the General 
Secretary to write to Major Gooch, conveying 
their thanks for the gift. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE ASSOCIATION 


The SecRETARY reported that the number of 
members on the register of the Association at 
September 30th, 1937 was 1,880. 

The Presipentr said that they would be 
interested to know, in regard to membership. 
that it was decided recently that an appeal 
should be addressed over his name to all 
members of the profession who -were not mem- 
bers of the Association, pointing out the work 
that the Association had done and was doing 
for the profession and the great advantage it 
was to the profession at large, and requesting 
that he should be allowed to propose them for 
membership at an early date. That appeal had 
been printed and would shortly be dispatched. 
(Applause. ) 

Obituary. —The Secretary now read the 
obituary list as follows, Council standing the 
while: Mr. A. P. Logan (Ballyclare), Mr. W. W. 
Norwood (Conisborough), Mr. KE. S. Martin 
(Christchurch), Mr. T. McGhee (Tattenhall), 
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Mr. F.'C. Hobbs (Newport) and Mr. John Baird 
(Kentucky). 

Election of New Members.—The following 
persons, having presented duly completed nomi- 
nation forms and paid their subscriptions, were 
unanimously elected as members of the Associa- 
tion on the proposition of the PRESIDENT, who 
described the number (64) as very gratifying 
indeed: Messrs. W. A. Allan (Uganda), F. D. 
Asplin (Leigh-on-Sea), F. J. Austin (Bristol), 
John Barker (Nelson), John Beirne (Dublin), 
F, Blakemore (Cambridge), Arch. D. Campbell 
(Shaftesbury), H. M. Clark (Ware), R. F. 
Creasey (Penzance), A. H. Dawson (North 
Walsham), R. Devereux (Greenore), Oswald 
Dixon (Edinburgh), T. P. Duffy (Bow), H. 8S. 
Dwerryhouse (Widnes), T. J. Eastwood (Cooks- 
town), R. H. Ewart (Tutbury), F. W. L. Gooch 
(Stamford), W. M. Gray (Londonderry), 
kR. L. L. Hart (Yelverton), Patrick Hayes 
(Doon), Alex. Hector (Bedlington), E. A. 
Hudson (Barrow), J. R. M. Innes (Cambridge), 
(. N. Jones (Northwich), Miss M. John 
(Kenton), Messrs. D. W. Kerruish (Isle of 
Man), J. O. L. King (Kennington), W. F. Kochan 
(Nottingham), D. A. Lake (New Cross), J. A. 
Langley (R.A.V.C.), A. M. Larnach (Mussel- 
burgh), G. V. Laugier (Worcester), D. KE. Leask 
(Macclesfield), D. A. Lemon (Hadleigh), J. 
Livingstone (Helensburgh), C. W. Loy (Lud- 
low), J. MacAteer (Dublin), M. J. MaeClancy 
(Raheny), D. H. MacDonald (Lewes), M. 
MeDonogh (Dublin), P. Z MacKenzie (London), 
ID. J. Macpherson (Faversham), John Marshall 
(Newcastle on Tyne), F. E. Mason (Austria), 
J. A. Matheson (Swindon), A. W. Modller 
(R.V.C.), D. S. S. Nicholson (Caterham), J. G. 
O'Sullivan (Glasgow), J. A. Pasfield (Hersham), 
J. J. Plunkett (Melton Mowbray), P. Richmond 
(Stockport), K. C. Sellers (London), Q. M. 
_Service (Glasgow), A. Shand (Paisley), H. H. 
Skinner (Reading), J. L. Stewart (Gold Coast), 
W. H. Stewart (Hall Green), J. Suttie (Ennis- 
killen), Miss May W. Taylor (Eaglescliffe), 
Miss Ruth Teverson (R.V.C.), Miss Noreen 
Twyman (Comber), Messrs. G. P. West (Hythe), 
F. W. Withers (Highgate) and S. C. Young 
(London). 

‘The Secretary now informed the Council 
that, with those additions, and deducting the 
losses sustained by death, the membership of 
the Association now stood at 1,938. 


Reports of Standing Committees 
Organising Committee 
The report of this committee was read as 
follows by its Chairman (Captain Riper), who 
moved its reception and adoption, Mr, NELDER 
seconding :— 


The Organising Committee met on Monday, 
October 4th, 1937, at 36, Gordon Square, with 
Captain J. R. Rider in the Chair. 
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The minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and signed as correct. 

A report was received from the sub-committec 
appointed to draw ¥ recommendations with the 
object of assisting Divisions in arranging new 
schemes for providing free treatment for sick 
animals of the poor on a more uniform basis. 
After discussion, the sub-committee’s recom- 
mendations were, with slight amendment, 
accepted and it was decided to circulate them 
among the Divisions for their approval, with a 
covering letter explaining the objects of the 
scheme, 


Sus-CoMMITTEE ON “ TREATMENT” SCHEMES 


A meeting of the sub-committee on the 
question of the Free Treatment of Sick 
Animals of the poor was held at 36, Gordon 
Square on Friday, June 25th. 

Captain Rider occupied the+Chair and 
there were also present Mr. H. W. Dawes 
and Mr. H. W. Griffiths. 

As instructed by the Organising Committee, 
consideration was given to the formulation 
of rules with the object of assisting Divisions 
in arranging new schemes for providing 
free treatment of sick animals of the poor 
on a more uniform basis. 

Having discussed the matter at length, the 
sub-committee came to the conclusion that 
such uniformity could best be achieved by 
the adoption of the following recommenda- 
tions. 

Central Clinic 


(1) All initial conversations with regard 
to the establishment of a clinic should in 
the first place be between the President and 
the Secretary of the N.V.M.A. Division con- 
cerned and the Branch Secretary of the 
R.S.P.C.A. 

(2) All veterinary surgeons practising in 
the city or town concerned, whether mem- 
bers of the N.V.M.A. or not, should be 
invited to take part in the running of the 
clinic, and those who agree to do so should 
be represented on the local branch com- 
mittee, preferably by a representative or 
representatives nominated the local 
N.V.M.A. Division. 

(3) It should be an essential condition of 
any arrangement made with the R.S.P.C.A. 
that professional services should be given 
gratuitously. 

(4) The detailed organisation of the clinic 
should be a matter for arrangement between 
the veterinary surgeons concerned, the 


Branch Secretary of the R.S.P.C.A. 
In this connection the sub-committee 
recommend :— 


(1) That it should be the responsibility 
of the local branch of the R.S.P.C.A, to have 
an almoner on duty at the clinic to receive 
patients and to enquire into the bona fides 
of their owners, 

The local branch of the R.S.P.C.A. should 

rovide as well, clerical assistance for the 

eeping of records of cases seen at the 
clinic. 

(2) The Branch Committee should also be 
responsible for the equipment and mainten- 
ance of the clinic, and for providing 
assistance for the veterinary surgeon in 
attendance while he is carrying out his 
work. 

N.B.—Equipment means furniture, chairs, 
tables, etc. It does not include drugs or 
instruments. 
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(3) The veterinary surgeons concerned 
should find all instruments, drugs and dress- 
ings used at the clinic, and provision should 
be made for each veterinary surgeon to keep 
his stocks, etc., in his own cupboard under 
lock and key. Labels used in the work of 
the clinic should bear the title and address 
of the institution, and not the names and 
addresses of individual veterinary surgeons. 
Any made or offered by people 
attending the clinic should be handed direct 
to the veterinary surgeon in attendance 
towards defraying the cost of medicines, 
dressings, etc. 

(4) All major operations should be 
referred to the veterinary surgeon or veter- 
inary surgeons concerned, practising in the 
area from which the patients come, by 
arrangement in each individual case with 
the owner of the animal and the R.S.P.C.A. 
Branch Secretary with reference to the cost 
of such operations. This means that the 
veterinary surgeon would fix his fee for the 
operation, the owner would make a contribu- 
tion towards the cost, and the balance would 
be found by the R.S.P.C.A. ; 

(5) Persons making use of the clinic, who 
are obviously in a position to pay, should be 
treated as private clients by the veterinary 
surgeon concerned, and should be charged 
the normal fee, 

(6) The local branch of the R.S.P.C.A., 
should not only advertise the central clinic 
regularly in the local Press with the 
addresses of the veterinary surgeons partici- 

ating in the work, and their consulting 
oar but similar information might be 
given on the notepaper of the Society, and 
by poster. 

In view of the information laid before it, 
the sub-committee recommends that the fore- 
going should be adopted by the Organising 
Committee as the standard conditions for the 
arrangement of schemes for dealing with this 
free treatment work in large cities and towns, 
though it is felt that in sparsely populated 
districts the decentralised system would 
perhaps be most suited to local requirements. 
It would, however, be advantageous in large 
centres to have both schemes in operation. 


Decentralised System 


Under the Decentralised System it is possi- 
ble for cases dealt with at the central 
clinic to be attended to at the veterinary 
surgeon’s own premises, at agreed times, 
The owner weal pay something or nothing, 
according to his means. No vouchers should 
be used. It has to be recognised that in 
sparsely populated districts the demand for 
free treatment is small, but where it is 
desired to start a scheme on the decen- 
tralised system, the sub-committee feels that 
it is desirable :— 

(1) That, as recommended in the case of 
a proposed central clinic, the preliminary 
negotiations should be conducted between 
the President and the Secretary of the local 
Division of the N.V.M.A., and the Branch 
Secretary of the R.S.P.C.A. 

(2) That all veterinary surgeons in the dis- 
trict, whether members of the N.V.M.A. or 
not, should be given the opportunity of 
assisting with the work, and that those 
expressing their willingness to render such 
assistance should be prepared to give their 
services gratuitously. 
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(3) Such veterinary surgeon or veterinary 
surgeons should be represented on the local 
R.S.P.C.A. Branch Committee, preferably by 
a representative or representatives nomin- 
ated by the local N.V.M.A. Division. \ 

The sub-committee sees a number of difli- 
culties in the way of organising this work 
on a national basis. The main difficulty in 
arranging a national scheme with the 
R.S.P.C.A. is due to the fact that each of 
their branches is an independent and self- 
governing unit, while with regard to the 
Association organising a_ national scheme 
independently of the R.S.P.C.A., the sub- 
committee is of the opinnoe that it would be 
impossible for the N.V.M.A. to run such a 
scheme successfully. 

In its’ relationship with headquarters 

. R.S.P.C.A, the National must seek to prevent 
exploitation of the profession. The desire 
of the sub-committee is to ensure (1) that 
the interests of the animal shall be 
adequately protected, and (2) the 
interests of the veterinary surgeon shall be 
protected. 


It was further agreed that the issue of the 
Record that contains the published report should 
be the one to accompany the appeal for increased 
membership that is shortly to be circulated. 

The sub-committee presented a report on 
matters arising in connection with the Folkestone 
clinic. After full consideration the Organising 
Committee approved for despatch to_ local 
practitioners a letter which had been drafted 
on the subject. 

With regard to matters connected with the 
Leeds clinic, raised some months ago by the 
Yorkshire Division, further steps have been taken 
to arrange the meeting which had to be _ post- 
poned in July last. 

The committee has been in communication 
with the Hon, Secretary of the North Midland 
Division on the subject, but understands that 
little headway has as yet been made in arranging 
for the opening of a central clinic in Sheffield. 
The local veterinary surgeons have agreed to 
assist in running the clinic but difficulty is being 
experienced finding suitable premises, 
although representatives of the practitioners have 
recently been consulted about the alteration of a 
building which the R.S.P.C.A. Branch Committee 
now have in view. 

The committee approved the insertion of an 
advertisement in a Yorkshire newspaper counter- 
ing the activities of an unqualified person 
advertising himself as the son of a member of 
the profession who is now deceased. 


Major RasBacuiati said that as President of 
the Yorkshire Division he would like to say that 
that Society was very anxious that a date 
should be fixed as soon as possible for the inter- 
view with Mr. McCarmick and the Hon. Secre- 
tary of the Leeds Branch of the R.S.P.C.A., as 
the Division were very much concerned at the 
delay and the very unsatisfactory state of 
affairs at present existing. 

The Presipent replied that now that the 
holiday season was over, everything possible 
would be done to expedite matters. 

Professor WooLprRIDGE, speaking with refer- 
ence to the report of the sub-committee, referred 
to in the third paragraph of the committee’s 
report, observed that that was a very long 
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document and he took it it would be very far- 
reaching in its effects if it were adopted, but it 
was somewhat diflicult to grasp its content 
merely on hearing it read. He thought, however, 
that in the earlier part of the report it was 
suggested, in regard to the centralised scheme, 
that the names of the veterinary surgeons 
taking part in the scheme should be advertised 
in the local Press. ‘ 

Captain Riper: “ Not the names: merely the 
addresses and consulting hours.” 

Professor WooLpRIDGE said that that might 
make some difference, but if the addresses of 
some members of the profession in the area 
were advertised to the exclusion of others, there 
might be some objection raised, possibly at the 
hands of the Registration Committee of the 
R.C.V.S. The Council should, he thought, go a 
little warily in case they advised a procedure to 
which exception might be taken in other 
quarters. A method of operation was recom- 
mended some years ago, in which the names and 
addresses of the people co-operating should be 
suspended in the offices of the local branch of 
the R.S.P.C.A, and in the place where the work 
was carried out, but not that their names and 
addresses should be circulated to the local Press. 
He did not wish to make that an amendment, 
however. 

The Presipenr pointed out that that report 
had to go before the Divisions, in any event. 

Mr. Mate observed that he thought that if 
the names of all the practitioners in the district 
were advertised the Registration Committee of 
the R.C.V.S, would raise no objection. In point 
of fact he had raised that matter in Council, 
R.C.V.S., and that was their decision. 

The Presipent said that it was all contingent 
on the reception given to that report by the 
Divisions. 

After further discussion, Captain Riper said 
that he was quite prepared to accept the pro- 
posal (put forward by Major DeVine) that the 
special report of the sub-committee be circulated 
to the Divisions and brought back to ,that 
Council for adoption; the remainder of the 
report to be received and adopted there that 
day. 

Captain Braytey ReyNoLps observed that it 
seemed to him that if the special report went to 
the Divisions the question would be asked, what 
are other Divisions doing? If that went down 
without any recommendation from the Council, 
there was going to be a variety of opinions 
reported to the Council, and the trouble would 
be to get them consolidated and in proper form. 
If the report were to be circulated to the Divi- 
sions with some expression of opinion that it 
was the kind of thing that the Council would 
favour, he thought they would get more guidance 
from the Divisions. 
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Dr. Hare asked if it would not be possible for 
that Council, in issuing the report to the Divi- 
sions, to accompany it with a memorandum of 
the views of the Registration Committee of the 
R.C.V.S. In his view, Professor Wooldridge hid 
raised a point of profound importance, and he 
could see that in his own locality, unless the 
practice was stopped which was favoured hy 
that Association, there would soon be trouble, 
i.e., that of publishing in the local Press the 
hames and addresses of a selected number of 
veterinary surgeons, whereas other veterinary 
surgeons in the same locality were excluded. It 
was not for them to judge, at the moment, as 
to the merits of that sort of arrangement, but 
he would say that if he received that report, as 
a member of a local Division, he should be very 
anxious to know that any decision he might 
record would not embarrass, to say the least, 
the members of the Registration Committee of 
the Royal College. He thought that might be 
avoided if they could get a clear definition from 
the Registration Committee of their will in that 
matter. 

The SECRETARY said that some years ago the 
N.V.M.A. received a letter from the Royal 
College in which it was stated that if all the 
members of the profession in a district had 
been invited to participate in a scheme lodged 
with the R.S.P.C.A. there would be no objection 
to the names and addresses of the veterinary 
surgeons who had agreed to co-operate being 
advertised. 

The PRESIDENT said that it would be well if 
they had that confirmed; then he thought thes 
could regard the matter as settled definitely. 

The Secretary read a letter, of which the 
following is the text, addressed by the Secretury 
of the Royal College to the Secretary, N.V.M.A., 
on October 12th, 1931 :— 


FREE TREATMENT SCHEME 


At the meeting of the Registration Com- 
mittee held on Thursday last it was 
resolved that where members of the profes- 
sion are organised under a scheme approved 
by the National Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion, to carry out free treatment for sick 
animals of the poor in any town or locality, 
no exception will be taken to the publication 
of notices indicating where the treatment 
can be obtained, —— that the notices 
are confined strictly to the names, qualifica- 
tions and addresses veterinary 
surgeons participating in the scheme. 

A MEMBER observed that that letter, as he 
understood it, made no reference to the publica- 
tion in the local Press of the names anid 
addresses of veterinary surgeons. 

The Presipent said that it referred to the 
publication of notices without defining the 
matter in any way. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE: “It does not, in my 
view, include the local Press.” 
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The PRESIDENT: “To me, publication means 
nothing more nor less than publication.” 

Dr. Hare said that he was amazed that the 
Registration Committee of the Council, R.C.V.S.., 
should not have given a much clearer lead to 
the members of the profession in this matter. 
He would propose that the subject be referred 
for specific definition to the Council of the 
R.C.V.S., so that none of them should transgress 
their bye-laws and ethical code. 

Mr. CHIPPERFIELD seconded, and Captain 
RIDER expressed his willingness to accept. 

The PRESIDENT said that the Chairman of the 
comunittee was prepared to accept the sugges- 
tion that the Registration Committee of the 
Royal College be asked to bring their letter up 
to date and specify exactly what was meant by 
the word “ publication.” 

Mr. MALE said that the matter had not yet 
been put to the vote. The intention of the Royal 
College was, to his mind, perfectly clear—that 
people who had sick animals should know where 
to send them when they required attention. To 
send the matter back to the College, he thought, 
with all respect, was absurd. 

The Prestpent: “ The Chairman has accepted 
the amendment, and I put it to you.” 

The amendment was carried, i.e., it was 
agreed that an enquiry be made of the Registra- 
tion Committee if the Council would be in order 
in making a recommendation for consideration 
by the Divisions that the local branch of the 
R.S.P.C.A. should advertise the central clinic 
regularly in the local Press, with the addresses 
of the veterinary surgeons participating in the 
work and their consulting hours; in other words, 
if this recommendation fitted in with the resolu- 
tion passed by the Registration Committee of 
the College and conveyed to the Association in 
the letter dated October 12th, 1931. 

The remainder of the report was accepted and 
adopted without discussion. 


Parliamentary Committee 


The report of this committee was read as 
follows by its Chairman (Captain CoLeMaAn), 
Mr. Tupor HuGues seconding the motion for its 


reception and adoption, which was carried with-. 


out discussion :— 


The Parliamentary Committee met at 36, 
Gordon Square yesterday, under the Chairman- 
ship of Captain J. C. Coleman. 

he minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and signed as correct. 

The letter was read which had been sent to 
the Livestock Commission. This renewed the 
Association’s requests that members of the veter- 
inary profession should be appointed to serve 
on the proposed Livestock Advisory Committee 
and on any special Advisory Committee that may 
be appointed to assist the Livestock Commission 
in discharging its functions; that the services of 
veterinary surgeons with the requisite experience 
should be utilised in the management of any 
experimental central slaughterhouses that may 
be established, and that members of the profes- 
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sion should be given the right of entry to such 
slaughterhouses. 

In the reply received to this letter, it) was 
stated that the appointment of members to form 
the proposed’ Livestock Advisory Committee 
rested with the Minister of Agriculture and the 
Secretary of State for Scotland, and not with 
the Livestock Commission; that the committee 
had, therefore, passed a copy of the Association’s 
letter on to the Ministry ot Agriculture, and that 
as regards the other recommendations put for- 
ward the Association’s views would be borne 
in mind by the Commission when any special 
Advisory Committees are being set up. 

The committee had before it the replies 
received from those Cattle Breed Societies who 
had responded to the enquiry whether they 
would be willing to support the Association in 
urging that the sale of tuberculin should be 
confined to members of the medical and veter- 
inary puofessions. 

As several of the more important Breed 
Societies had still to reply, the further consider- 
ation of this matter was deferred until their 
views had been received. 

Correspondence was laid before the committee 
which had passed between Mr. J. F. D. Tutt 
and Mr. Gerald Palmer, M.P. for Winchester. In 
this, Mr, Tutt raised the question of the exemp- 
tion of members of the profession from liability 
for jury service, but Mr. Palmer replied after 
making enquiries that special legislation would 
be necessary to bring about such exemption. It 
was agreed: 

(a) That Mr. Tutt be thanked for moving in 
this matter. 

(b) That a further effort be made by the 
Association to secure the exemption of members 
of the profession from jury service, and that 
the assistance of the Parliamentary Science 
Committee be enlisted. 

The Secretary mentioned that he had written 
again to the Ministry of Health asking for a 
reply to the Association’s letter of May 10th 
requesting the addition to the draft regulations 

roposed under Section If (2) of the Public 

-alth (London) Act, 1936, of a paragraph 
enabling a veterinary surgeon to be employed 
for the inspection of meat and kindred duties. 
Nothing had been heard from the Ministry in 
writing, but telephone message been 
received to the effect that it would be a little 
while longer before the Ministry is able to deal 
with the matter. 

leaflet explaining the Government’s Milk 
Policy received consideration. 

As a result, the committee reached the follow- 
ing conclusions :— 

(i) That there should be a bigger difference in 
bonus than was proposed between tuberculin 
tested milk and “ Accredited ” milk, in order 
to encourage the tuberculin testing of herds. 

(ii) That if permissive powers in regard to 
pasteurization are granted, it should be insisted 
on that save in the Metropolitan area, county 
councils and county borough councils should be 
the only authorities who license pasteurizing 

lants, since it has been shown that unless milk 
is efficiently pasteurized a high proportion of 
samples contain tubercle bacill. 

The committee resolved to recommend that 
steps be taken to secure the appointment of a 
veterinary representative at the Ministry of 
Health. In making this recommendation § the 
committee have in mind that the veterinary 
profession is likely to be materially affected by 
the second portion of the Public Health (Consoli- 
dation) Bill which will deal with foods and 
meat inspection generally and feels that it would 
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be very helpful for this and other reasons to 
have a veterinary representative at the Ministry 
of Health. 


Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health 
Committee 


Major Rasacuiati (Chairman) read the fol- 
lowing report of this committee and moved its 
reception and adoption :— 


A meeting of the Veterinary Officers’ and. 
Public Health Committee was held at 36, Gordon 
Square on Monday, October 4th, Major Rabagliati 
occupying the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and signed, 

The committee was pleased to learn from a 
letter received from the County Clerk that the 
Diseases of Animals Sub-Committee of 
Gloucestershire County Council had agreed to 
discontinue charging a fee for the attendance of 
the County Veterinary Officer when tuberculin 
tests were made by a private practitioner for 
the purposes of the Milk (Special Designations) 
Order. The representatives of the practitioners 
who raised this matter with the Association have 
been informed of this decision. 

Consideration was given to a complaint from 
a member arising out of the operation of the 
Surrey County Council Scheme for the Eradica- 
tion of Bovine Tuberculosis. 

After discussion, it was the feeling of the 
committee that allegations of unprofessional con- 
duct made in this complaint came more within 
the scope of the R.C.V.S. than of the N.V.M.A., 
and it was agreed that the complainant’s letter, 
therefore, be returned to the R.C.V.S, for atten- 
tion in so far as_ those allegations were 
concerned, 

Arising out of the proposed Centralisation of 
Public Veterinary Services, the following resolu- 
tions were passed:— 

(i) “ That, in the opinion of this Association, 
the Ministry of Agriculture be urged to take over 
as far as possible the non-veterinary staffs at 
present working with the veterinary services in 
counties and county boroughs.” 

(ji) “ That arrangements should be made for 
any ersonnel who become’ supernumerary 
throu the passing of the Agriculture Act to be 
absorbed by the local authorities or by Govern- 
ment departments.” 


Captain BARKER having seconded the motion, 
Professor SHARE-JONES asked whether the veter- 
inary staffs of the counties and county boroughs 
would be offered precisely the same terms when 
taken over by the Ministry of Agriculture. 

The PRESIDENT replied that it was impossible 
to say at present—the Association had no 
information as yet, but there was a committee 
in existence which was watching matters of 
that sort. 

Dr. SHArRE-JONES, continuing, said that he 
would, with profound res wet, suggest that the 
time to watch the measure was when it was a 
Bill—when it was being passed through the 
House. 

Captain Simpson said that that Bill was 
watched most carefully on behalf of the 
Association, and every possible step was taken 
during its passage through the House to ensure 
that the interests of the profession were safe- 
guarded as far as possible. 


The report was adopted without further dis- 
cussion. 
Appointments Committee 

The following report of this committee was 
read by its Chairman (Major DEVINE), who 
moved its reception and adoption, Major 
RABAGLIATI seconding :— 


The Appointments Committee met at 36, 
Gordon Square this morning, with Majcr DeVine 
in the Chair. ; 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and signed as correct. 

Approval was given to a letter which, follow- 
ing upon the consideration of a communication 
from the Association of Veterinary Inspectors of 
the Ministry of Agriculture, had recently been 
sent to the Ministry with regard to the Civil 
Service rule which precludes veterinary officers 
of the Department who have retired on pension 
from undertaking part-time work on the Govern- 
ment Service yet does not similarly debar 
retired military and colonial veterinary officers. 

A letter was received from the Colonial Office 
with reference to the arguments put before Lord 
de la Warr in May last for the immediate fillin 
of the vacant appointment of Adviser on Anima 
Health, but the committee regrets to report that 
the Secretary of State has again decided against 
the re-creation of this post. ! } 

A further letter on the subject is being sent 
to the Colonial Office and in this the committee 
is requesting an opportunity to re-discuss the 
matter with the Secretary of State himself. It 
was agreed that in the event of acquiescence, 
the representatives of the Association should be 
the same as before, viz., Captain R. Simpson, 
Major DeVine, Dr. Wooldridge, together with the 
President and Sir Frederick Hobday. | 

The committee was informed that the Ministry 
of Agriculture had been asked by_ the specia: 
Negotiating’? Committee appointed at Bourne- 
mouth for particulars of the new scales of salary 
to be applied to the Centralised Veterinary Ser- 
vice, aud then the Ministry had promised a reply 
in due course. It was decided to press the 
Ministry to forward details of any new_ scales 
and to remind it of the existence of the Special 
Committee which had been appointed at the 
Congress for the purpose of negotiating on this 
and like matters. 

Consideration was given to whether a 
minimum scale of salaries should be laid down 
by the Association for appointments in a full- 
time capacity as lecturers on veterinary subjects 
at agricultural colleges. ; 

Having considered this matter in the light of 
information recently collected as to the salaries 
of lecturers on other subjects at agricultural 
colleges, it was decided that in future advertise- 
ments relating to lectureships in agricultural 
colleges should not be accepted for publication 
in the Veterinary Record where the salary offered 
was lower than £400 per annum, 

Consideration was given to the attitude thal 
should be adopted by the Association in regard 
to the transference to the Central Veterinary Ser- 
vice of veterinary surgeons holding appointments 
that had been banned by the Association. 
was decided that no action should be taken al 
present, 

The attention of the committee was drawn to 
the case of an assistant veterinary officer who 
had been given the alternative of resigning his 

ost or being subjected to dismissal. It was 
elt that fuller details should be supplied before 
the committee could decide whether any action 

could be taken by the Association. 
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Major Kirk, speaking with reference to the 
refusal of the Colonial Office to re-create the 
appointment of Adviser on Animal Health, said 
that he was wondering if it would be of any 
use to invoke the aid of the Parliamentary 
Science Committee in this matter. 

The Secretary replied that the Parliamentary 
Science Committee preferred the constituent 
body itself to take all possible steps before 
referring matters to them. That committee had 
been informed that the Association was negoti- 
ating with the Colonial Office in this matter. 

Mr. STeeEL_e-Bopvcer said that, in connection 
with the letter to be addressed to the Minister 
of Agriculture pressing for details of any new 
scales of salary to be applied to the centralised 
veterinary service, he would like to suggest that 
the President himself should interview the 
gentleman whom it was proposed should direct 
this service, and impress on him the disquiet 
which was arising within the profession owing 
to the long delay. 

Captain BARKER commented that in so doing 
they would be placing their President in a very 
invidious position. It was quite certain that if 
he went there he would be given some informa- 
tion which it would be enjoined upon him to 
treat in confidence. He would suggest that 
nothing be done except through the “ negotiating 
comnittee.” 

Mr. STeELE-BopGerR replied that he was in 
entire agreement with Captain Barker as 
regarded a confidential communication, but he 
did not think that the President would accept 
any confidential communications, 

The Prestpent informed the Council that 
about the middle of September, in view of the 
fact that there was some little delay in receiving 
any communication from the Ministry of Agri- 
culture coneerning the proposed “ negotiating 
committee,” he asked if he might have an inter- 
view with Sir John Kelland. Sir John was on 
leave, but he had an interview with Mr. Cabot, 
and the matter was discussed freely. If it was 
the feeling of the Council that he should go 
again to the Ministry, he did not think it needed 
a special motion. He would be quite willing to 
go if it seemed to the Council that any good 
would result. His own view was that first a 
letter should be sent seeking an interview, not 
by an individual, but by the committee. 

Dr. Hare asked if he was correct in under- 
standing that, the Agriculture Bill now having 
passed the House, the permanent staff of the 
Ministry were detailing their organisation of 
the veterinary service—they had got the details 
of that? 

The PRESIDENT replied that he thought it was 
certain that they would be working them out 
now. None of those details had been discussed 
with the “ negotiating committee.” It was put 
to him that the replies to the questionnaire 
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issued to farmers, ete., by the Ministry had 
held up matters somewhat, but that the eom- 
mittee would be taken into frequent consulta- 
tion by the Ministry in regard to the working 
out of the details of organisation. 

There being no further discussion, the motion 
for the reception and adoption of the report was 
put to the meeting and carried. 


Finance and General Purposes Committee 


The Presipent having pointed out that the 
report of this committee (embodying the pro- 
ceedings of two meetings) had been circulated 
to the Council, moved its reception and adoption, 
the motion being duly seconded. Following are 
the terms of the report :— 

The Finance and General Purposes Committee 
met at 36, Gordon —= on Friday, June 25th, 
with the President (Captain R. Simpson) in the 
Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, havin 
been previously circulated, were taken as rea 
and signed. 

Arising from the minutes:— 

(i) The letter was approved which, after con- 
sultation with the Association’s Solicitors, had 
been sent to and published in the Dog World 
and Our Dogs dissociating the Association from 
the views expressed in the letter that had 
appeared in their columns from Mr. Cornish 
Bowden on the subject of veterinary surgeons 
acting as judges at championship shows. 

(ii) With regard to the letter which had been 
sent to the Home Secretary recommending that 
provision should be made in the proposed new 
regulations in connection with “ Dangerous 
Drugs” for a tribunal to be set up to consider 
cases of suspected misuse by veterinary surgeons 
of authority to be in possession of dangerous 
drugs, the committee endorsed the action. of 
the Chairman in withdrawing this letter, in view 
of the feeling of the Home Office that there was 
no necessity for such a tribunal in so far as the 
veterinary profession was concerned. 

(iii) The appointment of Miss H. D. Hunter as 
shorthand-typist at £2 5s. Od. per week from 
June ist was confirmed. 

(iv) Renewed consideration was given to the 
following resolution from the North Wales 
Division :— 

“That a fund be inaugurated by the 
National Veterinary Medical Association 
within the profession to institute a memorial 
to commemorate the work of the late 
Griffith Evans, D.Sc., M.D., D.M., M.R.C.V.S.” 

together with a letter subsequently received from 
the Hon. Secretary of the Division. 

After discussion it was resolved that the 
Council be informed that, while the committee 
are fully in sympathy with the desire to per- 

etuate the name of Dr. Griffith Evans, they 
eel that it is unlikely that the funds necessary 
to provide a suitable memorial would be forth- 
coming at the present time. 

Correspondence.—Correspondence was sub- 
mitted as follows:— 

(i) From the Acting Principal of the Royal 
Veterinary College transmitting new regulations 
relating to subscribers and other persons, and the 
scale of charges which it is intended to make 
in future. 

The committee considered the receipt of these 
new regulations a_ satisfactory reply to the 
representations made by it on the subject by 
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deputation in October, 1936. 

(ii) From a member, drawing attention to a 
memorandum issued by the Bursar of a 
University to members of the Academic Staff of 
the University to the effect that the Inland 
Revenue Authorities will allow income tax relief 
in respect of subscriptions to learned societies, 
provided such societies publish a journal. 

The committee discussed the desirability of 
coming to an arrangement with the _ Inland 
Revenue Authorities in regard to the N.V.M.A. 
membership subscription, but for various reasons 
it was decided not to move in the matter, 

(iii) From Mr, J. F. D. Tutt proposing that a 
member of the N.V.M.A. should automatically 
become a member of the Division in the locality 
in which he resides either permanently or 
temporarily, without the payment of any further 
subscription, by virtue of the fact that he is 
already a member of the N.V.M.A. This proposal 
was carefully considered but the committee were 
unable to recommend the Council to act on it, 

(iv) Following upon the consideration of 
further letters from Mr. Tutt, it was decided to 
recommend to the Ministry of Agriculture that 

ractitioners should be notified, so that they may 
xe present, if they so desire, when an_ official 
test is being carried out for the “ Attested ” Herds 
Scheme in any herd for the preliminary testing 
of which they have been responsible. 

(v) From the Legal and General Insurance 
Society intimating that, owing to the change in 
financial conditions which had taken place since 
January, 1935, it would be necessary to_revise 
the terms of the N.V.M.A. Pension and Family 
Provision Scheme as from August Ist, 1937. | 

(vi) Correspondence was considered regarding 
a request received from the Manufacturing 
Chemist for a contribution on the question of 
proprietary veterinary articles at present on the 
market, and setting out the different reasons 
why some form of control should be instituted, 
and what recommendations the Association 
would make affecting manufacturers, 

The committee decided to recommend to 
Council: — 

(1) That a special committee be appointed to 
deal with this request. 

(2) That the members of this committee be 
Professor G. F. Boddie, Mr. W. J. Ironside, Dr. 
W. R. Wooldridge and Professor J. G. Wright. 

(3) That the sub-committee be empowered to 
co-opt. 

(oti) Having discussed a letter from the Hon. 
Secretary of the Parliamentary Science Com- 
mittee, it was agreed that the Association sheuld 

ualify to have a permanent representative on 
the executive of that body. Accordingly, 
authority was given for the payment of the 
balance of the subscription for 1937. 

In addition to one permanent member on the 
executive of the Parliamentary Science Com- 
mittee, whom it was resolved should be Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge, the Association will now be entitled 
to nominate two representatives, besides Dr. 
Wooldridge, to serve on the General Committee. 

Proposed Centralisation of Public Veterinary 
Services.—Having considered recent develop- 
ments in connection with the proposed centralis- 
ation of public veterinary sefvices in the light 
of the recommendations made in the N.V.M.A. 
Report on “The Veterinary Profession and _ its 
Organisation for the Control of Animal Diseases,” 
the committee passed the following resolution 
and directed that copies should be sent to the 
Minister of Agriculture and the Secretary of State 
for Scotland :— 

“That this Association re-affirms its strong 
opinion that it is essential for the success 


of this proposed service that there should 
be one central administration for England, 
Scotland and Wales.” 

It was also agreed that reprints of the 
previously-mentioned report of the Association 
Committee be sent to all members in both Houses 
vf Parliament with a covering letter signed by) 
the President drawing their attention in particu- 
lar to the recommendation in the report that the 
veterinary head of the proposed veterinary ser- 
vice should. be responsible directly to the 
Minister of Agriculture and, secondly, bringin, 
the above resolution to their notice. 

_ It was left to the Chairman to decide in the 
light of new developments what further action 
should be taken, 

Audited Accounts for 1936.—The Treasurer 
presented his comments on the audited accounts 
and balance sheet for 1936. The accounts were 
then passed for submission to the Annual General 

isctplinary Action Against Members of the 
N.V.M.A.—The committee considered the Fad 
ing proposal made at the April meeting of 
Council by Captain G. Dunlop Martin: — 

‘That the case of any member found guilty 

by the R.C.V.S. of conduct disgraceful in a 

professional respect should, if the person 

concerned is a member of the N.V.M.A., be 

brought to the notice of the appropriate 

committee of the ‘ National’ with a view to 

the question of disciplinary action by the 

Association also being considered,” 
together with a letter commenting thereon from 
Major DeVine. 

fter discussion it was decided to inform the 
Council that the committee felt the suggestion 
was one which should be allowed to lie on the 
table until such a case arises. 

No. 36, Gordon Square.-(i) The committee 
received a new assessment of the premises for 
rating purposes and the Secretary was instructed 
to oppose the proposed increase in the net annual 
value from £205 to £247, 

(ii) The action of the Chairman in having the 
outside of the entrance door re-painted and the 
walls around it washed was approved. 

(iii) It was agreed to share with Mr. Cherry 
the Solicitors’ charges, amounting to £11 13s. 4d. 
sd preparing the lease of the rooms sub-let to 

im 


(iv) The question of hot water, and that of 
providing a bathroom for the caretaker was dis- 
cussed. No decision was arrived at pending the 
receipt of definite proposals from the House 
Committee. 

(v) It was agreed that_a speaking tube should 
be provided from the Council Chamber to the 
general office below for the convenience of the 
Secretary. 

Council Chamber.—The President informed the 
committee that Captain J. C. Coleman and 
another friend who wished to remain anonymous 
had each om to present the Association 
with an oak panel, these to hang in the Council 
Chamber and to bear the names of  Past- 
Presidents of the Association. 

It was resolved that the grateful thanks of the 
Association be conveyed to both donors for their 
generous gift. 

In this connection, the estimate of Mr. E. W. 
Musto for carrying out the necessary lettering 
at a cost of £15 0s. Od. was accepted. 

Medicine Stamp Duty.-The committee noted 
the following remit from the meeting of Council 
held in Edinburgh on June 8th:— 

“That the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee be instructed to keep a careful 
watch for developments arising from the 
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report of the Select Committee on Medicine 
Stamp Duties and to take such further action 
as it may deem desirable.” 

Presidential Chain.—The committee accepted a 
quotation amounting to ¢4 15s. Od. from the 
Alexander Clark Company for supplying a gold 
shield for the Presidential chain, inscribed with 
the name of the Sussex Division, and additional 
chain connections. 

Luncheon to Sir John Kelland—The Chairman 
referred to the luncheon given in honour of Sir 
John Kelland and mentioned that certain small 
expenses might have to be met for printing and 
the entertainment of guests. Authority was given 
for half of any such expenses to be borne by the 
Association. 

MEETING AvuGusT 197TH, 1937. 

A meeting of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee was held at 36, Gordon Square, on 
Thursday, August 19th, 1937, with the President 
in the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been circulated, were taken as read and signed. 

Arising from the minutes: — 

(a) A letter was received from the Ministry of 
Agriculture stating that, as recommended in the 
resolution passed by the committee, arrangements 
were being made to notify private practitioners 
when official tests for the purposes of the 
Tuberculosis (Attested Herds) Scheme were to 
be commenced, but pointing out that such notifi- 
cation should not be regarded as a request for 
the presence of the veterinary surgeon, but 
maeele as an indication that the test was about 
to be undertaken and that consequently unless 
the practitioner was acting on the herd owner’s 
instructions he could not expect any fee for his 
attendance, 

(b) It was agreed that in view of the Associa- 
tion now veing ~= entitled to increased 
representation thereon, the General Secretary 
should be nominated to act as an additional 
representative of the Association on the General 
Committee of the Parliamentary Science 
Committee. : 

(c) A summary was read to the committee 
showing the various actions taken the 
Association and its representatives during the 
passage of the Agriculture” Bill through 
Parliament. 

In this connection, Captain Barker raised the 
question of the absence from the Agriculture 
Act of any provision for the payment of compen- 
sation to those suffering pecuniary loss through 
its operation, and moved that it should be kept 
in mind in future that amendments of a financial 
nature must be moved on the Financial Resolu- 
tion initiating any parliamentary legislation and 
should not be deferred until the related Bill 
comes before the House, . 

No. 36, Gordon Square.—(d) It was reported 
that the Association’s appeal against the 
increased assessment of 36, Gordon Square for 
rating purposes had been unsuccessful. 

(e) Authority was given for the purchase of 
Ascot Geysers at a cost of approximately £14, 
and it was left to Major Kirk to arrange for 
their installation in the housekeeper’s quarters, 
members’ cloakroom and sub-tenant’s cloakroom. 
At the same time an estimate of £21 10s. 0d. was 
accepted from Messrs. W. T. Lawrence and Son 
for work connected with the fixing of a bath in 
the basement. 

Corresnondence.—(i) The receipt was reported 
of €15 6s. Od., representing the Association’s 
share of underwriting profits on N.V.M.A, motor 
insurance policies expiring by December 31st. 
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1935. It was agreed that this should be shared 
equally between the Victoria Veterinary Benevo- 
lent Fund and the National Veterinary Benevolent 
and Mutual Defence Society in aid of their 
benevolent activities. 

(ii) Correspondence was read with regard to 
the alleged encroachment of a medical practi- 
tioner on veterinary practice in Hong Kong, 
culminating in a letter from the British Medical 
Association promising to investigate the com- 
plaint and to inform the Association of the result 
in due course. 

Financial Statement for June and July and 
Hon, Treasurer's Report.—The Hon. Treasurer 
presented his report on the finances of the 
Association at July 30th and authority was given 
for the payment of liabilities amounting to 
£1,044 8s. 7d. 

Arising out of the Financial Statement a sub- 
committee composed of the President, Hon. 
Secretary, Hon. Treasurer, Mr. Dawes and 
Professor Wooldridge, was appointed to go into 
the question of legal expenses and to report 
back to the committee. 

Matters Referred From Council.—(i) A motion 
by Major Kirk with regard to the recent case 
P.D.S.A. v. Willett was, after discussion by the 
committee, withdrawn. 

(ii) Consideration was next given to the follow- 
ing resolution, passed by the Experimental 
Pathology Section of the Bournemouth 
Congress :— 

“Whereas it has been clearly shown that 
some biological products at present offered 
for use in the control of animal diseases 
are devoid of essential elements, this 
meeting is of the opinion that the Association 
should urge the further extension and 
operation of Part 2 of the Diseases of 
Animals Act (1935).” 

_ It was agreed, in the light of further informa- 
tion supplied by the Hon. Secretary as to the 
intention of the movers of this resolution, to 
recommend to the Council: — 


(a) That an Advisory Committee be appointed 

to advise the N.V.M.A. on all questions relating to 
biological products. 
(b) That the members of this Advisory Com- 
mittee be Professor Dalling, Dr. Montgomerie, 
Dr. Stableforth, Dr. Gordon and Mr. Ironside, 
with power to co-opt. 

In the course of discussion on the foregoing 
resolution a letter was presented from the Import 
Duties Advisory Commiftee on the subject of an 
application received by them for an increased 
import duty on certain compounded medicines. 
It was the feeling of the committee that the 
request for the views of the Association made 
in this letter might well be dealt with by 
members of the proposed Advisory Committee, 
and it was agreed that the correspondence should 
be referred to Professor Dalling with the request 
that he and Dr. Stableforth should give it their 
consideration and if necessary interview the 
Import. Duties Advisory Committee with a view 
to advising the Association as to the terms of 
its reply. 

(iii) The committee also considered the follow- 
ing resolution passed at a meeting of overseas 
members held during the Bournemouth Con- 
gress :— 

“It was unanimously agreed that the 
Council of the N.V.M.A. should be asked to 
appoint an Advisory Committee on overseas 
services, the members of which should be 
gentlemen with personal experience of over- 
seas conditions, 
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The function of the committee would be 
to advise the Council on all matters affecting 
the general welfare of members serving 
overseas,” 

The committee resolved to recommend that 
this resolution be accepted, the proposed 
Advisory Committee to be a sub-committee of 
the Committee and its personnel 
to be chosen by that committee. 

Recommendations Made by Editorial Com- 
mittee.—The following recommendations  sub- 
mitted by the Editorial Committee were adopted: 

(i) That the salary ‘of Miss Clarke be 
raised to £3 per week. 

(ii) That an appointment be made of an 
assistant to the Editorial Representative and 
that Miss Clarke be appointed to fill the post. 

Other Business——(a) On the proposition of 
Captain Barker, seconded by Major Kirk, it was 
agreed to issue a circular, over the signature 
of the President, inviting non-members to join 
the Association, this to be accompanied by a 
statement detailing the recent activities of the 
Association and the benefits to be derived from 
membership. 

(b) A letter was read from the Air-Raid Precau- 
tions Department, addressed to the President, 
enquiring whether, if invited, the Association 
would nominate a representative to serve on a 
committee whose function would be to investi- 
pte the protection of animals against air-raids. 

he committee approved the President’s action 
in securing the agreement of Mr. Brayley 
Reynolds, as Chairman of the Association’s Air- 
Raid Precautions Committee, to aet as the 
Association’s representative in the event of an 
official invitation being received from the Home 
Office. 

(c): Arising out of correspondence between the 
Editorial Committee and a non-member, the 
General Purposes Committee decided to advise 
the Editorial Committee that its view was that 
contributions should not be accepted for publica- 
tion from members of the profession who are 
ineligible for membership of the Association. 

(d) A complaint was received from Major 
Frank Chambers to the appointment of retired 
Army officers as veterinary surgeons at various 
race meetings, to the disadvantage of local 
practitioners. The full consideration of this 
complaint was deferred until fuller information 
had been obtained. 

(e) The committee approved arrangements 
made by the Secretary for the Chairman of the 
“Free Services” Committee (Dr. Wooldridge) 
and Mr. D. J. Anthony to have an informal dis- 
cussion with the research officer of the Bacon 
Development Board on subject of the 
existing meat inspection service. 

The PRESIDENT having invited discussion of 
the report, Dr. HArE drew attention to Section 3 
of the report of the first meeting, in which, in 
reference to the proposed centralisation of 
public veterinary services, there was a recom- 
mendation from the committee that copies of 
the N.V.M.A. report on “ The Veterinary Profes- 
sion and its Organisation for the Control of 
Animal Diseases” should be forwarded to 
Members of both Houses of Parliament with a 
covering letter signed by the President. What- 
ever their view might be on the value of the 
N.V.M.A. report, if they were going to send it 
out officially, he did think that they should 
direct their attention very seriously to one of 


the important recommendations in the report. 

The PRESIDENT, intervening, said that that 
report was adopted by the Council at its Edin- 
burgh meeting and already had been sent out. 
The Finance and General Purposes Committee 
was an executive committee, with power to act. 

Dr. HArE observed that under those circum- 
stances the President was asking the Council to 
approve of the action of the committee in 
sending that report to Members of Parliament. 
Of that course he strongly disapproved, and the 
point of his disapproval rested in a passage in 
paragraph 13 on page 57 of the N.V.M.A. report, 
in the course of which these words occurred: 
“The profession as a whole should make it 
known that it will not defend the position of 
any of its members who may be shown to be 
incompetent to carry out efficiently the duties 
required by this service.” 

The PRESIDENT asked Dr. Hare if he was 
criticising the report—it had been accepted by 
the Council. 

Dr. Hare replied that he was disapproving 
of the statement that he had read out, whether 
it had been passed by that Council or not: he 
regarded it as extremely mischievous and he 
did so for the following reasons: firstly, what 
Was incompetence amongst our practitioners? 
In the many very erudite and very “ naice” 
editorials that had been published in the 
Veterinary Record commenting on the Agricul- 
ture Bill, they had had no definition put forward 
as to what was going to be competence by the 
veterinary practitioner, who might be selected 
to work under that Agriculture Act. If they did 
not know quite what constituted incompetence 
—and he had taken the trouble to seek legal 
advice on the subject, but had found it impos- 
sible to get a definition—he should like to know 
authoritatively, from their executive, exactly 
what they meant by that word. 

The second thing he wanted to know was, 
who was going to constitute the court: the 
R.C.V.S., that Council, or who? Who was going 
to constitute the prosecution? Were they going 
to submit to allowing one of their brethren to 
be hauled up before that august court? 

Mr. McInrosn, who said that he rose to a 
point of order, observed that Dr. Hare's re- 
marks were altogether away from the subject. 
That report had already been approved and 
authorised to be sent out. If Dr. Hare wished 
to raise any point, he thought it should be done 
on a motion. 

Dr. SHARE-JONES said that he understood the 
President to rule that that report was sent to 
the Council: for them to confirm that action or 
not. That being so, it was a very poor case that 
could not stand some slight criticism. He him- 
self had been very much alarmed by the point 
that had been raised by Dr. Hare, which he 
thought was one that those present there that 
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day might well listen to, namely, as to the 
competence or otherwise of members of their 
profession who were placed on the register by 
the statutory body. There was, in his judgment, 
only one body that could discuss that, and that 
was the body that was chartered under the 
Privy Council. 

The PRESIDENT said that he was advised that 
Dr. Hare was in order. 


Dr. Hare, continuing, said that he would only 
ask for their further attention for a few 
minutes: it was to make clear one or two points. 
He had asked for a definition of ‘“ incompe- 
tence’; he had asked who should be the 
prosecution ; the stock owner, or any Tom, Dick 
or Harry? The third point he wanted to raise 
was, who constituted the defence? That was a 
very vital thing in veterinary matters to-day. 
Some of them had had a feeling coming over 
them for the past five or six years that they 
were left a good deal to their own individual 
resources when they were “ up against it.” But 
if they were placing that particular recommen- 
dation before the Members of the House of 
Commons, let them know clearly exactly what 
was in the minds of that Council or its execu- 
tive—because he would ask, were they also 
going to claim that the Chief Veterinary Officer 
of the State should be charged with incompe- 
tence or any of his subsidiary officers? What 
was to be done against the private practitioner 
should be permissible against the Chief Veter- 
inary Officer of the State and his subsidiary 
officers ; otherwise they were going to claim to 
establish a privileged caste in the profession, 
i.e., that their State officers should be privileged. 
That was revolution, as he saw it, and he asked 
them to pause and think very carefully over 
that. What was going to become of the liberty 
of the veterinary practitioner if their executive, 
if their leading officers in their profession, were 
going to throw the practitioner overboard, as he 
contended this meant? Otherwise, let them 
cancel that out of their report and write to 
those Members of the Houses of Parliament and 
say, “We circulated this report before we 
realised the meaning of all that we had put 
into it.” Because he for one, if he stood alone 
in that profession, would never rest content to 
see a privileged caste established within it. It 
was with those profound feelings that he came 
to his motion, “ That exception be taken to 
Section 3 of the Finance Committee’s report in 
circulating the N.V.M.A. report to Members of 
Parliament with paragraph 13 unamended.” 


Dr. SHARE-JONES said that he would second 
the motion in order that it might go to the vote. 
It seemed to him that the report of that com- 
mittee of investigation might at the time have 
been sent to the statutory body for its considera- 
tion. There were matters in it which, in his 


view, undoubtedly came within the purview of 
that body. 

Captain BARKER asked to be allowed to pour 
a little oil on some of the troubled waters and 
speak for the action taken by the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee. They must re- 
member that that committee was an executive 
body and had power to act, and he understood 
that that report had already passed Council 
once, at its meeting in Bournemouth. The 
“ National ” was a negotiating body, and in its 
negotiations it would have to give power to 
executive officers to negotiate with the Govern- 
ment Departments. It was possible, in his 
opinion, that some practitioners and some whole- 
time men were incompetent, and if it was put 
to them as an executive, when they were 
negotiating, they should have some power to 
say whether those who were proved incompetent 
should be allowed to continue in any service. 
He thought, therefore, that the executive were 
quite right in putting in that paragraph. 

Captain SIMPSON, supporting the remarks that 
had been made by Captain Barker, said that he 
felt that he had a definite responsibility for the 
report they were discussing, inasmuch as he was 
President at the time it was issued. That report 
was unanimously received by the Council, and 
he was amazed that at that late date anything 
in the report should be queried. He thought the 
committee did their work extraordinarily well 
at a very difficult time and the report had 
served a most useful purpose at a very difficult 
period in the history of the profession. 


Mr. STEELE-BoncGER said he desired to speak 
on one point only, that of the word ‘“ incompe- 
tent.” He felt that the implications as to its 
meaning as used in the report had been grossly 
exaggerated: he took it it really meant “ not of 
that degree of competence which is required for 
that particular work.” Nobody would suggest 
that the individual concerned was not competent 
to earn his living as a Member of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, but it might be 
said, nevertheless, that he was not sufficiently 
competent to comply with conditions, in respect 
of that particular function, which were expected 
of him. 

Dr. Hare, receiving permission to reply to the 
discussion, said they had heard the statement 
from their former President. He was quite 
prepared to accept all the hard things which 
might be said of him for raising that issue after 
that Council had passed that report. He 
regretted deeply that he had not had the privi- 
lege of being a member of that Council until 
that particular meeting; also that he had not 
hitherto had a public opportunity of raising 
that point. During the vacation, he had taken 
the trouble to travel round to a number of his 
colleagues in private practice, to find out their 
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views, so that in his poor way he might try and 
express them when he came to that Council, 
and he assured Captain Simpson that it was 
very poor politics and it was crass statesman- 
ship to fall back in defence upon amour propre 
if one was dealing with men who meant busi- 
ness—to. defend one’s action by appealing to 
* look what worthy men we are; we have done 
all this work.” But that did not do to-day; 
they had got to get down to business, and the 
business was the life, integrity and liberty of 
the profession in the face of the Agriculture 
Act of 1937. They had got no pledge from the 
Minister of Agriculture that he was going te do 
all those things that he had assured them he 
would do. If Captain Simpson reflected the 
views of that profession so authoritatively, why 
could not he had just given him simple answers 
to his simple questions regarding incompetence 
and who would constitute the prosecution and 
defence? Upon whom could they fall back, if 
one of them was charged with incompetence? 
He wanted to know, before he left that room, 
was that Council going to be prepared to back 
up one of its colleagues who was charged with 
incompetence by a stock owner, a local agricul- 
tural committee, or anyone else? 

The PRESIDENT, saying that he would now put 
the question, read Dr. Hare’s motion to the 
Council. The vote being taken, the President 
announced that nine had voted in favour and 
25 against, adding that the motion therefore 
failed. 

The report of the Finance and General Pur- 
poses Committee was then received and adopted, 
as was the report of the Hon. Treasurer 
(Captain W. G. Wragg) for the preceding 
quarter. 


Editorial Comittee 


In the absence of the Chairman of this com- 
mittee (Dr. W. R. Wooldridge), this report was 
read by the Secretary, as follows :— 


In the first issue of the Velerinary noe, to 
be published following upon the presentation 
to Council of the last quarterly report of this 
committee, there was inserted the text of the 
report of the committee appointed by_ the 
N.V.M.A. to consider the organisation of the 
veterinary profession in the United Kingdom. 
From that time until the Parliamentary Recess, 
much space was devoted to the publication of 
material bearing upon the proposals of the 
Minister of Agriculture, with particular reference 
to the establishment of a State veterinary service, 
embodied in the Agriculture Bill. This measure, 
together with the Livestock Industry Bill, also of 
great moment to the profession, passed rapidly 
through all its stages in the House. Throughout 
this busy and somewhat anxious period, the com- 
mittee, by means of a series of leading articles, 
which were brought to the notice of members of 
both Houses, supported the efforts to safeguard 
and promote the interests of members of the 
profession put forward by those representing the 
Association in interviews with the Minister of 


Agriculture and others, which took place at that 
time. In view of the importance of the issues 
dealt with in these editorials, the opportunity 
here may be taken to mention that no leading 
article involving considerations of Association 
policy is published without the approval of ils 
terms by the President being obtained. 

The committee has given careful consideration 
to the procedure whereby papers to be presented 
to the Annual Congress of the Association are 
submitted to it for consideration prior to their 
printing and distribution to members. The 
committee is unanimously of the opinion that this 
procedure, as at present practised, serves no 
useful purpose; further, it considers that the 
machinery for the choice of subjects of papers, 
of authors and openers of discussions, is unsatis- 
factory. Accordingly, it has been resolved to 
recommend to Council: — 

“ That a Special Committee of the N.V.M.A. 
be appointed to make the choice of subjects 
of papers to be presented to Congress, of 
authors and of openers of discussions. 

“ That the committee be composed of three 
members nominated by the Council, three 
members nominated by the Editorial Com- 
mittee three nominated’ by _ the 
Provisional Committee. 

“Further that this committee shall be 
empowered to deal with the papers in such 
a way as to ensure their being worthy of 

presentation to Congress.” 

The committee has endorsed the following 
extract from the minutes of a meeting of the 
Finance and General Purposes Committee held 
on August 18th:— 

“ Arising out of correspondence between 
the Editorial Committee and a non-member, 
the General Purposes Committee decided to 
advise the Editorial Committee that its view 
was that contributions should not be 
accepted for publication from members of 
the profession who are _ ineligible for 
membership of the Association.” 

The committee has learned with much regret 
of Major-General Sir John Moore’s intention to 
relinquish his membership. There has_been 
recorded in the minutes an expression of thanks 
to Sir John for his sterling work on behalf of 
the committee, which he has served so long and 
so faithfully, with particular reference to the 
extended period during which he officiated as 
Chairman. 


The motion for the reception and adoption of 
the report having been proposed by Major 
DEVINE and seconded by Major Kirk, the 
PRESIDENT said that he would like to point out 
one rather important thing in regard to the 
resolution in the report they had just heard, 
which was recommended to the Council, namely, 
“That a Special Committee of the N.V.M.A. be 
appointed to make the choice of subjects and 
papers to be presented to Congress, of authors 
and of openers of discussions.” That, proceeded 
the President, in his opinion and with the advice 
that he had, involved a change in the articles of 
association. It was definitely laid down therein 
that the choice of papers and of the readers of 
papers was the work and the duty of the 
Provisional Committee. It was a well that they 
should understand how matters stood in that 
respect. 
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Captain Simpson said that he thought, as an 
amendment to that, that the performance of 
those duties should be restricted to the Editorial 
Committee instead of a Special Committee of 
the N.V.M.A., the Editorial Committee to make 
recommendations to the Provisional Committee. 

The amendment was seconded by Captain 
Riper, and, after discussion, carried without 
dissent. 

Reports 

On the motion of Mr. STEELE-BonGER, which 
was duly seconded, the following reports were 
taken as read and received, on the understand- 
ing that they would be published in the 
Veterinary Record, the thanks of the Council 
being accorded to the representatives presenting 
them :— 


Annual Conference of the National Association 
for the Prevention of Tuberculosis 

The text of this report, presented by Mr. 
WILLIAM TWEED, was as follows :— 

I attended the Twenty-third Annual Conference 
of the National Association for the Prevention 
of Tuberculosis held in Bristol from July 1st to 
3rd, 1937, as your delegate. 

A civic welcome was accorded to the members 
and delegates at the opening session. The 
Association’s President, Sir Robert Philip, was 
unable to preside over the meetings owing to ill- 
health and his absence for the first time at a 
conference during the whole of the period the 
Association had been in existence was much 
regretted, 

Discussions took place the following 
subjects :— 

(1) Propaganda and Publicity Methods. 

(2) Preventive Institutions (with Special 
Reference to Open-air Schools): (a) Environ- 
ment; (b) Nutrition. 

(3) Equipment and Activities of a Tuber- 
culosis Dispensary. 

The discussion on No. 1. dealt with the 
difficulties of keeping people interested and alive 
lo the value of utilising the health services 
provided. The various methods of propaganda, 
use of the Press, health weeks, films, voluntary 
associations, etc., were discussed but it was 
generally agreed that in order to be effective it 
must be continuous and should not be linked up 
with provaganda dealing with other diseases 
such as venereal disease. 

The discussion on No, 2 dealt with open-air 
schools and the need for the provision of these 
for all children as well as for delicate children, 
the need for tuition and “ fresh-air-mindedness ” 
in parents as well as children, Artificial heating 
of these schools was to be discouraged and bodily 
warmth maintained by correct diet, graduated 
open-air exercise and adequate clothing. 

In regard to nutrition and tuberculosis, a 
considerable number of speakers placed great 
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importance on the diet in the prevention of 
tuberculosis. Your delegate took part in this 
discussion and pointed out that herds could be 
cleared of the disease and kept free without 
making any alteration in the diet; that we were 
very interested as a profession in the freedom 
from this disease of animal products which were 
used for food; that although our particular prob- 
lems in dealing with the disease were different 
we are on common ground in having to adopt 
methods of preventing the spread of infection. 

Following speakers pointed out that the 
Medical Profession were dealing with practically 
100 per cent. infected population, the use of the 
tuberculin test in children, the danger of loss 
of immunity, the incidence in different peoples, 
the influence of poverty, etc. 

The discussion on No. 3 dealt with the methods 
adopted in various dispensaries. It is interesting 
to note that Sir Robert Philip instituted the first 
dispensary in Edinburgh exactly 50 years ago 
and this administrative system has since been 
adopted throughout the world. It was generally 
agreed that the dispensary should be the 
administrative unit for use as a clearing house 
for diagnosis and not as a treatment centre except 
perhaps in very rural districts. 

Sanatorium treatment to be effective must be 
repeated in the home. Many associated social 
aspects such as loss of employment, public 
assistance, value of Tuberculosis Care Com- 
mittees’ work, etc., were discussed, also the 
methods for the supervision of contacts, the 
liaison necessary between the dispensary, school 
medical officers and practitioners. One speaker 
pointed out that in these days of multiplicity 
of clinics there is perhaps a tendency to over- 
look the fact that the practitioner is still the 
backbone of the profession and all clinics 
ultimately depend for their success his 
wisdom, 

The impression left on my mind from attend- 
ance at this conference was that we in_ the 
veterinary profession have better methods of 
diagnosis and administfative measures for deal- 
ing with the disease and its prevention. 

In conclusion, I should like to express my 
thanks to you for appointing me as your delegate 
and to add that I greatly enjoyed being present. 


Health Congress of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute 


Major D. S. RABAGLIATI’s report as the Asso- 
ciation’s delegate to this Congress, which was 
held at Birmingham, July 12th to 17th, 1937, 
was as follows :— 

As your delegate I attended the above Congress 
which opened on Monday, July 12th, when the 
Rt. Hon. the Earl of Dudley, T.p., D.L., J.P., was 
installed as President of the Congress by the 
Chairman of the Council. The President then 
delivered his inaugural address. 
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The Congress was divided into the usual sec- 
tions, such as Preventive Medicine, Engineering, 
Architecture and Town Planning, Maternity and 
Child Welfare and School Hygiene, Veterinary 
Hygiene, National Health Insurance, Hygiene 
in Industry, Tropical Hygiene, and Sewage 
Disposal. There were also five separate confer- 
ences of representatives of local authorities, 
medical officers of health, engineers and surveyors, 
sanitary inspectors and health visitors. 

The President of the Section of Veterinary 
Hygiene was Major Brennan DeVine, M.c., 
F.R.C.V.S., D.V-S.M. (vicT.), Chief Veterinary Officer 
to the City of Birmingham, who delivered his 
presidential address on a general survey of the 
Veterinary Public Health Services, showing the 
present lack of uniformity in the country and 
the great benefits that could ensue from a better 
organised service. He discussed the Attested 
Herds Scheme of the Ministry of Agriculture and 
alluded to the changes likely to take place in 
the near future as the result of the Minister of 
Agriculture’s plan to centralise the veterinary 
services of the country. 

The first paper to be given in this section 
was on “ The Detection of Diseased Lesions in 
the Offal and Carcases of Animals Slaughtered 
for Food,” given by Mr. C. G. Allen, M.R.c.v.s., 
D.V.S.M. (VicT.), of the Birmingham veterinary 
staff. The paper, which was on very practical 
lines, brought forth an excellent discussion, 
several medical officers, veterinarians and lay 
representatives of local authorities taking part. 
Mr. Allen duly responded to the speakers and 
was awarded a hearty vote of thanks by all 
present. In the afternoon of the same day, a 
demonstration on meat inspection was given by 
Mr. Allen at the city abattoir. A large number 
of carefully chosen specimens was shown to the 
visitors and Mr, Allen then described the method 
of examination of carcases of the various food 
animals, demonstrating his methods in a most 
methodical manner. There was a good attend- 
ance at the abattoir and great satisfaction was 
expressed to Mr. Allen for his most interesting 
demonstration. After several questions had been 
put and answered the proceedings terminated. 

The second paper in this section was on “ The 
Protection of Bulk Milk with Special Reference 
to Bovine Tuberculosis,” given by Mr. F. A. 
Davidson, B.Sc., M.R.C.v.s., Chief Veterinary 
Officer, Staffordshire County Council. The 
essayist gave his experience as a county veter- 
inary officer in Dumfriesshire and compared it 
with that in Staffordshire. He dealt very 
critically with the methods at present in use to 
protect our milk supply, illustrating his remarks 
by no less than six tables giving the statistics 
of results obtained and also the comparative 
cost of routine inspection of cows compared with 
bulk sampling by the biological test and concen- 
trating the clinical examination on those farms 
where positive results are obtained, He also gave 


his views on the benefits and dangers of 
pasteurization, suggesting that before compulsory 
measures are instituted it is necessary to assure 
ourselves that the results are going to justify the 
trouble and expense and that those concerned 
must satisfy themselves that the cure is not worse 
than the disease. 

A very full and excellent discussion took place, 
which was opened by Mr. S. B, Vine, of Maid- 
stone. A most interesting speaker was Dr. G. 
Brooke who recounted his experiences in tuber- 
culosis eradication in Germany and_ other 
European countries. The meeting terminated 
with a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Davidson 
after one of the most interesting discussions ever 
held in this section. 


Eleventh World’s Dairy Congress 


Captain R. Simpson gave the following report 
as the Association’s delegate to this Congress :— 

The Eleventh World’s Dairy Congress was held 
in Berlin, from August 21st to the 27th. The 
total membership of the Congress was 3,760, and 
53 nations were represented. The contingent 
from Great Britain numbered 225, every sphere 
of activity in the dairy industry being repre- 
sented. The British contingent was the second 
largest taking part in the Congress. 

The arrangements for the Congress were 
admirable, and reflected the greatest possible 
credit on those responsible for the organisation. 
A large number of papers were presented to 
the Congress, in connection with the dairy 
industry, the following general subjects being 
dealt with: — 

(1) Milk Production. 

(2) Milk Processing and Treatment. 

(3) Improvement of Quality. 

(4) Milk Legislation and Marketing of Milk. 

(5) Dairy Education. 

(6) Dairy Machinery and Construction of 
Factories and Methods of Transport. 

From the veterinary point of view, interest 
was mainly centred on the papers presented in 
Section I, on the Distribution, Prevention and 
Eradication of Bovine Abortion (the general 
reporter being Professor G. H. Wooldridge, Royal 
Veterinary College, London), and on the Preven- 
tion and Eradication of Tuberculosis (the 
general reporter being Professor Dr. Mussemeir 
of Berlin). 

In regard to abortion, it is interesting to note 
that the use of live vaccine is prohibited in 
Germany, and that in Hungary, both living and 
dead vaccines are prohibited. The papers deal- 
ing with the disease indicated general dis- 
approval of the use of live vaccine in its control. 
The consensus of opinion was generally in favour 
of hygienic measures, coupled with the use of 
the agglutination test. In the course of the 
discussion on abortion, a plea was made for 
international rules in the interpretation of the 
test, and the standardisation of the antigen, 
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TRADE MARK 
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CLEAR NON-IRRITANT = 
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proteins are not denatured. Complete 
Metabolism results on request from the 
sole makers. 


W. & J. DUNLOP, Limited, 
18, Bank Street, DUMFRIES. 


Sold in 7 1b. tins with measures or in } cwt. or 
1 cwt. bags. 


PROCESS PATENTED. 


“‘DIANIMOL’ 


Veterinary Preparations 


The action of “‘ Dianimol”’ Veterinary preparations is 
to disinfect the stomach and, intestines—destroy all 
putrefactive bacteria and toxins—and so promote and 
assist the natural functioning of the digestive organs. 
They have high bactericidal power, but laboratory 
experiments have proved *them to be entirely non- 
toxic; they can therefore be given with perfect 
safety even to the youngest animals. 
Capsules—(White Caps) 
Prevent and cure Dysentery, Worms, Fluke, in 
Sheep and Lambs 
Capsules—(Yellow Label) 
For Dysentery in Sheep, Lambs; and White 
Scour in Calves 
Tablets—For Hysteria, Diarrhoea, and other Gastric 
troubles in Dogs 
Powder—For Colic, Indigestion, Diarrhoea, and 
general toning up the system in Horses and Foals 


Ointment — Syrup — Antiseptic Solution 
ALL HAVE BEEN PROVED TO BE EFFECTIVE 
AND RELIABLE 


SPECIAL TERMS TO VETERINARY SURGEONS 
Write for full particulars to Sole Manufacturers 


DIMOL (VETERINARY) LTD. 
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In regard to tuberculosis, the papers were on 
conventional lines, and indicated the necessity 
for the veterinary control of milk supplies There 
was general agreement on the necessity for the 
eradication of the disease and its importance 
from the economic point of view was again 
stressed. In Germany, the losses are estimated 
to amount to many millions of pounds annually. 

At the invitation of Dr. Weber, Director of the 
State Veterinary Service in Germany, the veter- 
inary delegates attending the Congress met dur- 
ing the week. At this function the representa- 
tives of the Argentine Government presented 
Professor Von Osterstag with a Diploma of 
Honorary Membership of the Academy of 
Science in Buenos Aires. In welcoming the 
members of the veterinary profession attending 
the Congress, Dr. Weber made reference to the 
new German law affecting the veterinary profes- 
sion in that country, which has had considerable 
influence in raising the status of the profession 
in Germany. The head of the German State 
Veterinary Service occupies a position of com- 
plete equality with the head of the Public Health 
Service and is directly responsible to the 
Minister of the Interior. 

I should like to express to the Council my 
sincere appreciation of the opportunity afforded 
me to represent the Association at this important 
Congress. The uniform kindness and courtesy 
extended to me by colleagues in the veterinary 
profession in Germany made my visit thoroughly 
enjoyable and I was enabled to see a good dea! 
of the activities of the profession in regard to 
education, research and the control of animal 
disease in Germany. 


ORGANISATION OF THE CENTRALISED 
VETERINARY SERVICE 

The next business was to receive a report 
from the Special Committee appointed at 
Bournemouth to confer with the Ministry of 
Agriculture regarding the organisation of the 
centralised veterinary service. Copies of this 
report were available for members at the 
meeting, and the PRESIDENT announced that it 

had been circulated for their information. 


Standing Committees, 1937-38 


The Council now received the following report 
from the Special Committee appointed to 
make nominations for standing committees, 
N.V.M.A, :— 


A meeting of the Nominations Committee 
appointed by the Council on July 30th met at 
36, Gordon Square, on Tuesday, October 5th, 1937. 

The President occupied the Chair and there 
were also present the immediate Past-President 
Kaine R. Simpson), the President-Elect (Major 
D. S. Rabagliati), Mr. H. W. Steele-Bodger, Mr. 
H. E. Bywater, Captain J. C. Coleman, Major 
Brennan DeVine, Captain O. V. Gunning, Mr. 
J. Holroyd, Captain S. J. Motton, and the Hon. 
Secretary, Captain J. R. Rider. 
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Apologies for absence were received from: 
Major Over, Mr. Tweed and Dr. Wooldridge. 

It was resolved to recommend that the Standin 
Committees for the year 1937-38 be constitute 
as follows, the President, Hon. Treasurer and 
Hon, Secretary, being ex-officio members of all 
committees : — 


APPOINTMENTS 


Mattinson, A. B. 
Over, R. H. H. 
Rabagliati, D. S. 
Smythe, R. H. 
Whitehouse, A. W. 
Wooldridge, W. R. 
Vine, S. B. 


Barker, J. R. 
Boddie, G. F. 
Bywater, H. E. 
Claxton, B. A. 
DeVine, W. J. B. 
Hobday, F. T. G. 
Ironside, W. J. 
McCleery, E. F. 


FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES 


The Immediate Past-President (Captain R. 
Simpson), the President-Elect (Major D. S. - 
Rabagliati), the Chairmen of Standing Com- 
mittees, together with Messrs. J. R. Barker, H. E. 
Bywater, H. W. Steele-Bodger, H. W. Dawes, 
Major Hamilton Kirk, Major J. G. McGregor, Mr. 
J. W. McIntosh, Professor W. M. Mitchell and 
Dr. W. R. Wooldridge. 


VETERINARY OFFICERS AND PUBLIC HEALTH 


Barker, J, R. Male, G. P. 

Boddie, G. F. Motton, S. J. 

Brennan, A. D. J. Simpson, R. 

Bywater, H. E. Steele-Bodger, H. W. 

DeVine, W. J. B. Wilkinson, T, 

Fox, J. Wooldridge, W. R. 

Gunning, O. V. Rabagliati, D. S. 

Locke, R. C. 
ORGANISING 


Balls, L. S. 
Barker, J. R. 
Dawes, H. W. 
Griffiths, H. W. 
Kirk, H. 
Mitchell, W. M. 
Nelder, R. B. 
Over, R. H. H. 


Spicer, A, 

Standley, H. P. (Sen.) 
Steele-Bodger, H. W. 
Stewart, W. Lyle 
Wilkinson, T. 
Stableforth, A. W. 
Wooldridge, W. R. 


PARLIAMENTARY 


Beckett, E. F. Pritchard, J. W. 
Brennan, A. D. J. Rabagliati, D. S. 
Buxton, J. B. Shawcross, C, F. 
Coleman, J. C, Townson, W. K. 
DeVine, W. J. B. Simpson, R. 
Jordan, L. Vine, S. B. 
McKinna, W. R. Watson, A, H. 
Mattinson, A. B. 


EDITORIAL 
Bywater, H,. E. Miller, W. C. 
Edwards, J. T. Pool, W. A. 


Reynolds, E. B. 
Stableforth, A. W. 
Steele-Bodger, H. W. 
Wooldridge, G. H. 
Wooldridge, W. R. 


Formston, C. 
Galloway, I. A. 
Hancock, R. C. G. 
Hodgman, S. F. J. 
Kirk, H. 

McCunn, J. 
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The report was received and adopted, on the 
proposition of Major DeVing, seconded by Major 


KIRK. 
MOTION 


The next item on the agenda was to discuss 
the following motion submitted by the Central 
Division 

“That the Council of the National Veter- 
inary Medical Association investigate what 
measures, if any, can be taken to check or 
prohibit the practice adopted by certain 
unqualified persons of using letters after 
their names, which might lead the public to 
believe that they are qualified to practise 
veterinary medicine or surgery.” 

Mr. Bywater, Hon. Secretary of the Central 
Division, informed the Council that since the 
subject-matter of that motion had been dis- 
cussed by the Central Veterinary Society, 
correspondence had passed between that body 
and the Secretary of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, in the light of wbich the 
matter would be re-discussed by the Division at 
its next meeting. He would beg leave, therefore, 
to withdraw the motion pending the further 
discussion to which he had referred. 


RESOLUTIONS 


From the Lancashire Division :— 

“That this meeting, being impressed by 
the lack of information on the measures 
which should be adopted for the protection 
and treatment of animals subjected to gas 

* attack, and the precautions which can be 
taken to prevent contamination of the food 
supply of the human population, recom- 
mends the formation of a Special Committee 
of the N.V.M.A. to examine into this subject 
and report.” 

The PRESIDENT read correspondence indicat- 
ing the steps which were being taken in this 
matter by the Association in consultation with 
the Home Office, including provision for the 
representation of the Association upon, an 
official committee. 

Professor CRAIG, as representative of the 
Lancashire Division, having received the assur- 
ance that a report would be laid before Council 
in due course, observed that he felt that the 
ease would be met by the action now being 
taken. 

Major Sumner, another representative from 
the same Division, said that that resolution was 
passed in ignorance of the efforts that the 
“ National” were making, in view of which he 
begged leave to withdraw the resolution. 


From the Society of Veterinary Practitioners :— 
REFRESHER COURSES 


(i) “ This Society is of opinion that it is 
highly and urgently desirable in view of 
the advent of the new State Veterinary 


Service that ‘ refresher courses’ of instruc- 
tion in methods of diagnosis should be set 
up in as many centres as are necessary and 
made available to all officers in the service 
desirous of attending them. 

“The Society is greatly impressed by the 
post-graduate facilities for medical practi- 
titioners as recently agreed upon by the 
Ministry of Health and the British Medical 
Association, and suggests that the National 
Veterinary Medical Association should 
approach the Minister of Agriculture with 
a view to obtaining similar facilities for 
the veterinary profession. 

“The Society earnestly requests the 
Association to appoint a special committee 
to consider these matters in all their 
aspects and to report thereon.” 

(ii) “ This Society asks the National 
Veterinary Medical Association to submit 
evidence to the Departmental Committee on 
Veterinary Education showing the necessity 
and desirability of instituting ‘ refresher 
courses ’ for members of the profession.” 

The Presipent informed the Council that 
those resolutions were not received in time to 
be included in the circulated agenda of the 
meeting, but he considered that they should be 
dealt with as a matter of urgent business. 

Mr. STEELE-BoncGer said that, in the absence 
of the President of the Society of Veterinary 
Practitioners, he formally moved the first reso- 
lution. 

Major Kirk having seconded, it was agreed 
that the resolution be referred to the Finance 
and General Purposes Committee. 

Speaking to the second resolution, which he 
moved, Mr. STEELE-BODGER said that he would 
remind the Council that they were invited by 
the Departmental Committee to furnish any 
additional evidence as it might arise. 

The motion was seconded by Major Kirk and 
carried. 

NOTICE OF MOTION 


Major DeVINE gave notice that at the next 
meeting of Council he would move :— 

“That in view of the increase in the 
number of Divisions and in the number of 
representatives to Council to which the 
Divisions were entitled in view of their 
augmented membership, the number of 
members of the standing committees of the 
Association be increased from the present 
specified number, 15.” 


ANY OTHER BUSINESS 


Under this heading, Dr. Hare said that he 
had a resolution to put before the Council, 
which he trusted would at least give it some 
consideration. The resolution was as follows :— 

“That this Council issues an appeal for 
contributions towards the payment of the 
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legal costs of Mr. John Willett in the case 
of the P.D.S.A. versus Willett.” 


Continuing, Dr. Hare said that he asked for 
consideration of that resolution purely upon 
moral grounds: he was not concerned with 
putting it before them for discussion on legal 
grounds. Whatever one’s views might be on 
either the conduct of the case or the actual 
legal issues involved, he could not help but feel 
that the hearts of all must be touched by this 
one outstanding fact—that their former Presi- 
dent stood up for what he thought were the 
interests of their profession. Whether Mr. 
Willett was right or wrong in saying exactly 
what he did say was, to his mind, immaterial. 
What he did feel was very material was the 
fact that he, out of his own private resources, 
had to meet the legal costs of that action—and 
here he would say that he had not in any way 
consulted their colleague or anyone in any 
relationship to him; he spoke, therefore, entirely 
of his own volition, so as not to cause, he hoped, 
embarrassment to anyone. The issue, to his 
mind, was a simple one. If they put their 
colleagues into the very responsible position of 
President of the Royal College or of that 
Association, they must endow them with their 
full moral and material co-operation and sup- 
port. Those occupying such positions, at their 
behest, must feel that they had behind them the 
united will of their colleagues. If they did not 
back up their responsible authorities, it was 
going to make them—and those of the younger 
generation when they stepped into their places 
—feel very anxious before they expressed any 
opinions on a public occasion that they might 
believe to be on behalf of the interests of the 
profession. He did ask all his fellow members 
there to answer that question from their hearts 
as sentient human beings who had seen one of 
their colleagues “up against it.” Let them not 
introduce there any question of expediency: let 
them remember only that a brother in their 
profession had got to find a big sum of money. 
He would ask them, therefore, to endeavour to 
find the means to do something to subscribe 
towards part at least of the cost of that action; 
he would like to see that Council make an 
endeavour to collect funds by whatever method 
they thought most appropriate as a contribu- 
tion, on their behalf, towards Mr. Willett’s 
expenses. 

Mr. MALE seconded the motion. 

The PRESIDENT asked whether, in view of that 
matter being one which was worthy of very 
deep and full discussion, it would meet the 
wishes of Dr. Hare and Mr. Male if it were 
reinitted to the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee. 

Dr. Hare enquired if they could have some 
brief indication of whether that appeal met 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


| 
| 


No. 44. Vou. 49. 1407 


with the approval of the Council. 

The PRESIDENT replied that he thought it 
would be somewhat difficult to give that: the 
Finance and General Purposes Committee had 
the confidence of the Council. 

Reference to the Finance and General Pur- 
poses Committee was made without further 
discussion. 

The meeting concluded with the passing of a 
hearty vote of thanks to the President for his 
conduct of the proceedings, on the motion of 
Major seconded by Captain DuNLoP 


Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 


Nov. 38rd.—Meeting of the Lancashire 
Division, N.V.M.A., at Liverpool, 
2.30 p.m. 

Noy. Sth.—Meeting of the North Wales and 
South Wales Divisions, N.V.M.A., 
at Shrewsbury, 2.80 p.m. 

Noy. Sth.—Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., at 386, Gordon 
Square, W.C.1, 4 p.m. 

Noy.  9th.—Royal Veterinary College: Opening 
of new buildings at Camden Town 
by His Majesty King George VI. 

Noy. 12th.—Annual Dinner, Central Division, 
N.V.M.A., May Fair Hotel, W.1. 

Noy. 13th.—Annual General Meeting of Scot- 
tish Branch, N.V.M.A., at Glasgow. | 

Noy. 22nd.—D.V.S.M. Examination begins in 
Edinburgh. 

Noy. 30th.—AIl changes of address to be sent 
to the Registrar, R.C.V.S., for 
inclusion in the 1938 Register. 

Dec. 2nd and 3rd.—R.C.V.S. Written Examina- 
tions. 

Dee. T7th—R.C.V.S. Oral and Practical 
Examinations begin in Dublin. 


Sept. 5th-9th, 1938.—Annual Congress, N.V.M.A., 


at Glasgow. 
THE CENTRALISED VETERINARY 
SERVICE 


In pursuance of tHeir decision to co-operate 
with the Ministry of Agriculture in the develop- 
ment of the Centralised Veterinary Service, two 
deputations from the Association waited upon 
the Ministry on Friday, October 22nd and 
Monday, October 25th, in order to discuss 
certain matters arising out of the formation of 
the new Service, 
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The Ministry was represented by Mr. D. E. 
Vandepeer (Principal Assistant Secretary), Sir 
John Kelland (Chief Veterinary Officer), Mr. 
I, A, E, Cabot (Deputy Chief Veterinary 
Officer), and Mr. Toye (Establishment Officer), 
while the Association represented by 
Captain D, Campbell (President), Captain J. R, 
Rider (Hon, Secretary), Captain J, R. Barker, 
Mr. H, W. Steele-Bodger, Major Brennan 
DeVine, Major J. G. MeGregor, Major TD. 3S. 
Rabagliati, Dr. W. R. Wooldridge and the 
General Secretary, 

At these interviews the proposed salaries to 
be offered by the Ministry for the Service were 
discussed at length. Among other matters 
reviewed were the arrangement of the personnel 
and the organisation of the Service into 
wdministrative units. The necessity for candi- 
dates for appointments to have had = some 
preliminary experience practising their profes- 
sion before appointment and the question of 
meat inspection were also raised. This latter 
Inatter Was discussed at length, the Association 
being informed that as the Government had 
decided not to alter the present arrangements 
in regard to meat inspection, there was no 
provision in the Agriculture Act which would 
enable the Ministry to take it over and that if 
the position is to be altered further legislation 
would be required. The deputation made it 
clear that the Association would continue to 
press for the rectification of this matter in all 
Wilys possible, 

In view of the fact that the Association is 
still negotiating with the Ministry on the 
question of salaries to be offered in the new 
Service it would greatly assist the Association 
in its work of negotiation if members would 


delay concluding their arrangements to join 


the new Service until advertisements for posts 
appear in the Veterinary Record, 


PERSONAL 


Birth.—Gorpon. On October 18th, to Mr, F. A. 
Gordon, Department of Agriculture for Scotland, 
Dumfries, and Mrs. Gordon, a son, 


Presentation Mr. W.  Bambridge.—Mr. 
William Bambridge, M.r.c.v.s., who has for a 
number of years acted as assistant to Mr. Brayley 
Reynolds, and who is leaving Newmarket at the 
end of the month to take up another appointment, 
was recently the “ guest of the evening” at the 
new Subscription Rooms Club, Newmarket, 
where a presentation was made to him. Owners, 
trainers, jockeys, and other members of the 
racing fraternily were present, Mr, Willie Jarvis 
being in the Chair, supported by Major T. G. N. 
Bardwell and a company of about 50. 


“THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


October 30th, 1937. 


Will.—Mr. John Alexander Gault, of Bally- 
money, Co. Antrim, veterinary surgeon, who died 
on June 22nd, left personal estate in Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland valued at £10,952. He left: 

£50 to the Salvation Army for their work in Ballymoney; £50) to 
Ballymoney branch of St. Vincent de Paul Society; £50 to the 
Belfast branch of Dr. Barnardo’s Homes for work in Ireland; £150 
to the First Presbyterian Church, Ballymoney, for prizes for the 
Sabbath School ; and after other bequests the residue upon trust 
for necessitous persons resident in Ballymoney Urban and Rural 
Districts. 


FUTURE OF SOMERSET’S SCHEME TO ASSIST 
MILK PRODUCERS 


At a meeting of the Somerset County Council 
there was approved a report of the County Milk 
Committee which stated that under the Agricul- 
ture Act, 1937, Part IV, county councils would 
have no power to appoint or employ veterinary 
inspectors for functions under enactments 
relating to milk or to dairies, after a date to be 
fixed by the Minister. The county council's 
scheme of veterinary assistance to producers in 
connection with the issue of licences to use the 
designation ‘“ Accredited” and “ Tuberculin 
Tested” must shortly cease to operate. The 
committee stated that they proposed to draw the 
attention of the Ministry of Health to the value 
to producers of the veterinary assistance given 
under the Council’s scheme, and to ask the 
Ministry to consider whether it could not be 
continued by the Government veterinary slaiis, 
either in its present or in some other form. 

Mr. A. L. Hobhouse (Chairman) said the 
Council’s scheme was inaugurated in 1936, and 
the benefits of reduced veterinary fees and advice 
had proved valuable to the producers. As a 
result of the representations to be made to the 
Ministry it was hoped that the policy established 
in Somerset might be developed throughout ine 
country. 


ATTESTED HERDS 


England and Wales now have 553 herds, com- 
prising 23,978 cattle, licensed under the Govern- 
ment’s attested herds scheme. Scotland has 534 
herds, with 41,986 animals. These figures show 
that the scheme is appealing to more farmers. 
On July 3ist the Ministry of Agriculture's 
register contained particulars of 452 herds, with 
36,725 animals, in Scotland; 186 herds, with 
5,651 animals, in Wales; and 160 herds, with 
8,219 animals, in England. To-day Wales has 
290 herds. 

“The relatively strong position of Wales has 
interested many persons,” says The Times, in 
this connection. “It Seems to be due to the fact 
that bovine tuberculosis is less prevalent there 
than in England, probably because the herds 
are largely self-contained. When few cattle are 
bought from outside, the task of disease eradica- 
tion naturally becomes easier. One or two 
owners became attested without having to do 
anything to their herds, and this has naturally 
encouraged others. In some parts of the United 
Kingdom—notably in Ayrshire and Carmarthen- 
shire—there are now groups of tuberculosis-free 
herds. It is expected that these will be used 
as the centres of eradication areas under the 
Government’s scheme,” 
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LIVESTOCK ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS APPOINTED 


After consultation with bodies’ as 
appeared to them to be representative of the 
various interests concerned, the Minister of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, the Secretary of State 
for Scotland, and the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department have appointed the following 
to be members of the Livestock Advisory Com- 
mittee under the Livestock Industry Act, 1937:— 

Chairman.—Sir John Chancellor. 

Other Independent Members.—Sir Francis 
Boys, Sir Robert Greig, Mr. R. N. Jones. 

Representatives of Livestock Producers in the 
United Kingdom.—Mr. P. F. Astill, Mr. T. G. 
Clement, Mr. W. Graham, Mr, W. J. Hyndman, 
Mr. C. T. Joice, Mr. J. A. D. Pirie, Mr. J. O. Steed, 
Mr. T. Williams and Mr. J. R. Wood. 

Representatives of local authorities in Great 
Britain.—-Lieut.-Colonel Sir Merrik Burrell, Mr, A. 
Chadwick, Mr. J. H. Dickson, Mr. R. W. Hastings, 
Mr. E. A. Hornsby, Professor J. T. Share-Jones, 
Lord Provost Robert Nimmo, Captain R. J. 
Thomson and Lieut.-Cglonel C. W. Whitaker. 

Representatives of Livestock Auctioneers in 
Great Britain.—Mr, H. F. Finn-Kelcey, Mr. D., S. 
Hutcheson, Mr, F. A. Lloyd, Major R. M. Woolley. 

Representatives of other interests concerned in 
the marketing or preparation for sale of livestock 
and products of the slaughtering of livestock.- 
Mr, A. V. Alexander, m.p., Mr. A. A. Bonner, 
Mr. C. A. Coggan, Mr. G, H. Collinge, Mr. R. 
Duncalfe, Mr. T. H. Gill, Mr. W. R. Hunter, Mr. 
G. D. Pool, Mr. A. Welsh and Mr. R. Wood. 

The Livestock Commission have appointed 
Mr. R. Ross to be Secretary of the committee. 

The Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries has 
appointed the following to be members of the 
English Sub-Committee of the Advisory 
Committee :— 

Sir Francis Boys (Chairman), Mr. A. V. 
Alexander, m.p., Mr. P. F. Astill, Mr. A. A. Bonner, 
Lieut.-Colonel Sir Merrik Burrell, Mr. A. 
Chadwick, Mr. C. A. Coggan, Mr. G. H. Collinge, 
Mr. J. H. Dickson, Mr. R. Dunealfe, Mr. H. F. 
Finn-Keleey, Mr. T. H. Gill, Mr. R. W. Hastings, 
Mr. E. A. Hornsby, Mr. C. T. Joice, Mr. G._D. 
Pool, Mr. S. O. Rateliff, Mr. J. O. Steed, Mr. 
J. H. Walter, Lieut.-Colonel C. W. Whitaker, 
Mr. T. Williams, Mr. J. R. Wood, Mr. R. Wood 
and Major R. M. Woolley. ; 

The Secretary of State for Scotland has 
appointed the following to be members of the 
Scottish Sub-Committee of the Advisory 
Committee :— 

Sir Robert Greig (Chairman), Mr. D. Brown, 
Mr. T. G. Clement, Mr. W. Graham, Mr, W. R. 
Hunter, Mr. D. S. Hutcheson, Lord Provost Robert 
Nimmo, Mr. J. A. D. Pirie, Captain R. J. Thomson 
and Mr, A. Welsh. ; 


* * * 
LIVESTOCK COMMISSION AND 
REFRIGERATION 


Speaking at the annual dinner of the British 
Association of Refrigeration, Sir Francis Boys, 
Vice-Chairman of the Livestock Commission, said 
that the Commission had under consideration the 
provision of three experimental abattoirs, at all 
of which some artificially cooled hanging rooms 
would certainly be necessary. The suggestion 
was that the meat should be merely cooled; not 
chilled, as in the case of imported beef. On 
these and other such technical matters it was 
probable that the Commission might call upon 
some of the members of the Association for 
their advice. It had become a habit with most 
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roducers and traders in home-killed meat to 
ook upon refrigeration as the cause of all their 
troubles. There was litthe wonder that they were 
finding half their market being absorbed by the 
imported article. But times were changing and 
traders’ methods too. He could name a few well- 
equipped traders in Great Britain who were now 
cooling their meat by correct methods; maintain- 
ing in summer as in winter a cool winter day 
temperature till the meat was sufficiently condi- 
tioned to hand over the counter to the housewife. 
_ The effect of this treatment—using refrigera- 
tion as a servant and not as an enemy—might 
bring about a change in the demands of the 
housewife for the ultimate benefit of the whole 
community, for all interested in the production, 
transport and distribution, of imported meat 
knew that a healthy market for the home-killed 
trade meant a healthy market for them as well. 
He urged the extension of knowledge of the 
advantages of refrigeration, remarking that the 
arguments in favour of properly cooled and 
conditioned meat were overwhelming. spite 
of all that had been said of it in’ the’ past, 
refrigeration might in the future be hailed as the 
saviour of the livestock industry..-Meat Trades 
Journal, 


TOXIC SOLVENTS 


Commenting on the recent trouble in America 
over an elixir of sulphanilamide—or as we term 
it here p-aminobenzenesulphonamide, On- 
looker,” in the Pharmaceutical Journal, writes: 
Apparently some quantity of a proprietary 
elixir had been distributed, and 13 persons have 
died after taking it. A report issued by the 
American Medical Association shows that the 
elixir was prepared with diethylene glycol. 
which may have been the cause of the fatal 
results. It seems strange to me that any new 
preparation should ever get into use before its 
toxicity has been tested on animals, and this 
experience should act as a warning against the 
use of new solvents without very careful investi- 
gations. Much has been said in the past about 
the possibility of using ethylene glycol and 
similar solvents in pharmacy, and sometimes it 
has seemed that an unnecessary conservatism has 
prevailed. With this unfortunate American 
experience before us, [I think we should be 
wise to keep to alcohol and_ glycerin, the 
properties of which are well known.” 


H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE PUBLICATIONS 


The undermentioned have been published 
ena wes Copies can be purchased through any 
bookseller, or directly from H.M. Stationery 
Office, at the following addresses: London: 
Adastral House, Kingsway, W.C.2, and = 28, 
Abingdon Street, S.W.1; Cardiff: 1, St. Andrew’s 
Crescent; Manchester: York Street; Edinburgh: 
120, George Street. 

Price Post 


net free 

AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES, 

MINISTRY OF:— 

Bulletin 63. White-Fish Meal 

as a Food for Livestock. 
(By H. E. Woodman, 
Pu.d., D.Sc.). Second Edition, 
1937 (24-201-63- 
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Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday’s 
issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 


The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent 
the personal view of the writer only and must not be taken as 
expressing the opinion or having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 


PHAGOCYTOSIS TESTS AND BRUCELLA 
INFECTION 
To THE Epirok OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—Taking Mr. W. P. Blount’s queries, pub- 
lished in the Veterinary Record, October 23rd, in 
numerical order | wish to say that:— 

(1) No attempt was made to measure the 
variation in counts made on individual animals 
at different times. Clearly such a_ procedure 
would be a waste of time, since there was such 
a large error in the technique. 

(2) The cattle were not tested for the presence 
of intercurrent infections; in any case, such 
infections would be as likely to occur in one 
group as another. 

(3) With one exception, vaccinated and non- 
vaccinated cattle were present in all farms; this 
is clearly stated in the paper. The remark, 
made by Mr. Blount, about the relative distances 
from the laboratory, seems to be irrelevant. 

(4) Huddleson and his colleagues did use 0:5 
per cent. barium chloride. 

(5) This phagocytosis test has not been carried 
out on guinea-pigs. I agree it would be interest- 
ing to do so. 

(6) I do not for one moment believe that the 
examination of 50 cells is satisfactory; in fact, 
I went so far as to point out the sort of error 
to be expected. Nevertheless, the number is 
double that counted by Huddleson. The 


larger count on fairly large numbers of smears 
would be altogether impracticable for routine 
purposes, 

(7) I daresay the title 
improved. 


could been 
Yours faithfully, 


F. W. PRIESTLEY. 


Agricultural College, 
ye, 

Ashford, Kent. 
October 26th, 1937. 


* * 


INTRATRACHEAL INJECTIONS 
To THe EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—I have followed the discussion on this 
subject with interest and think that in it one 
important point has been missed. Professor 
Wooldridge, in his “ Encyclopaedia of Veterinary 
Medicine, Surgery and Obstetrics,” has the follow- 
ing wise words: “ Fixed oils both reduce the 
penetrative owers of the vermicides and 
increase the difficulty in respiration.” He prefers 
glycerine as a vehicle for the vermicides. I have 
used this for some time both in calves and 
horses and found it satisfactory. 

I do not quite agree with Mr. Campbell that 
calves in the north get everything of the best 
especially with the present high price of feeding 
stuffs. Many calves are badly brought up and 
nutritious food and tonics are indicated in any 
radical treatment of husk. <An_ intratracheal 
injection dose such as the following may be 
repeated three times on alternate days:— 


K—Acid carb. liq. \ 


Chloroform aad 
Ol. ltereb. 
Glycerini ad 


Fiat injectio. 
Yours sincerely, 
G. MAYALL. 


procedure is laborious enough as it is; any 
Diseases of Animals Acts 
SUMMARY OF RETURNS 
Anthrax. and-Mouth Parasitic Sheep _ Swine 
| Disease. Mange. Scab. Fever. 
| : ' Animals | Out- | 
slaugh- breaks ' 
Out- Out- _—tered as || reported Out- | Out- | Swine 
Period. breaks Animals | breaks i by the| Animals|) breaks breaks slaugh- 
con- attacked.) con- or ex- Local | attacked.j) con- con- | tered. 
_ firmed firmed. posed to |Authori- firmed. | firmed. 
infection. ties. 
No No. No. | No. | No. | No. || No. |, No. | No 
Period Ist to 15th Oct., 1937 23 25 2 179 2 2 7 | 35 18 
Corresponding period in 
is r a 23 3 275 2 2 2 92 63 
1935 shin ee oi 21 21 6 855 1 16 9 113 74 
1934 ses se wee 11 11 2 | 297 1 1 7 | 88 42 
Total Ist January to 15th | | 
October, 1937 one - | 563 | 662 22 5,026 | 100 138 146 | 834 501 
Corresponding period in | 
421 8s | 723 98 240 169 1,552 1,103 
1935 _ a eine 282 328 46 | 11,575 87 188 278 1,591 948 
297 | 336 | 11 ‘960 || 104 172 460 |) 1,291 778 


4 | 
| 
| 
2 | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Th 
| 
| 
° Note.—The figures for the current year are approximate only. § Excluding outbreaks in Army Horses. 


